UP Board Notes for Class 12 English Poetry Short
Poems Chapter 1 Character of a Happy Life

About the Poet : Sir Henry Wotton was born in 1568. He was educated at Winchester,
Oxford, Middle Temple, etc. He became agent and secretary to the Earl of Essex. He was the
ambassador at the court of Venice. He served various other diplomatic missions.

About the Poem : In this poem the poet describes the qualities necessary for a truly happy
man, e.g. independence, honesty, truthfulness, straight forwardness, clear heartedness, etc.
He should also pray to God daily.

Central Ideas

In this didactic poem Sir Henry Wotton describes the character of a happy man. He should
be independent, honest and truthful. He should be free from jealousy, ill will and worldly
anxieties. He should be very careful of flatterers and rumours. He should pray to God daily
for Godly merits. He should not be overjoyed in his achievements and disconsolate in
failures. He should be master of himself. Contentment and self-respect are the greatest
qualities of a happy man.
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EXPLANATIONS (With Meanings & Hindi Translation)
Character Of A Happy Life In Hindi (1)

How happy is he born or taught,

That serveth not another’s will;

Whose armour is his honest thought,
And simple truth his utmost skill !

[Word-meanings : taught = Rarar advised; serveth (serves) = BT BT act; will = g=3T
wish; armour = ®dd weapon for protection; honest thought = & fad9R noble ideas
honesty; utmost = LCR CE| greatest; skill = T[0T quality.]
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Reference : This stanza refers to the famous poem ‘Character of a Happy Life’ composed by
Sir Henry Wotton.

[ N.B. : The above reference will be used for all the explanations of this poem.]

Context : In these lines the poet describes the character of a happy man. He points out
some of the essential qualities for a happy life. He advises us to be independent and true if we
want to be happy..

Explanation : In this stanza the poet points out the qualities of a happy man. He says that
happy man is independent in his thinking and action. He is self-dependent. Either he has
this quality by birth or he has been taught to have it. He is always honest and has no ill will
for anybody. So he does not need any other weapon for his protection. The greatest quality of
his character is only truth. For this quality he is honoured. Thus the man who has these
qualities will be happy beyond expectation.
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comments : The poet has personified thought’ and truth’ which are abstract notions (3€RY

faam).

Character Of A Happy Life Central Idea (2)
Whose passions not his masters are,

Whose soul is still prepared for death;

Untied unto the world with care,

Of princely love or vulgar breath.

[ Word-meanings : passions = H- CAC] ‘J-I'ITﬂT\ﬁ, P, CLUIR uq aff strong feelings of
love, anger, hate, etc.; masters = UH—W, g guide; still = Hal always; untied = ¥dd-d
free from; princely love = QI\TIg)HN\I' DI TR love of a prince; vulgar breath = dTHII GIUEIRG]
BRI opinion YT criticism of the common people.]
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Context : In these lines the poet describes the character of a happy man. He is free and self-
dependent. He is honest and truthful. He has no ill will for anybody.

Explanation : In this stanza the poet says that a man who is calm and balanced is always
happy. He is not guided or controlled by the strong feelings of heart, e.g. anger, hate, love,
etc. He leads a simple and honest life. He is always free from worldly anxieties and worries.
So he is never afraid even of death. He neither likes flattery nor does he mind the public
criticism. So he is always happy.
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Comments : In the last line ‘of princely love....” the poet describes the political condition of
England.

Character Of Happy Life (3)

Who hath his life from rumours freed,
Whose conscience is his strong retreat;
Whose state can neither flatterers feed.
Nor ruin make oppressors great;

[Word-meanings : hath = YT has; rumours = &IW'I% false news; conscience = 3{~:h U]
innerself; retreat = YRUT S BT R place of shelter; state = fufa position, status; flatterers =
EIESG fd one who praises too much; ruin = ¥ T destroy; feed = TP HIT satisfy;
Oppressors = THA T those who treat others cruelly.]

(T8 A U BIdT § SN Sharg) 4 YHTIAd = 81, Foryes! aRTeHT 81 Jad i =iel! IR g

YT ST ST SR P SATATS BT TGl I UTT Hal &I, St Aoy Afaaddl &t ol U= J

%nggqs‘r, Jo-ds gD ot T8 fdd &1 15 g1 el Ugal Udbd | UHT fdd ¥al U Igdl
)]

Context : The poet says that a calm and balanced man is always happy. He is free from
worldly anxieties and worries. He does not fear from death and is very careful of flatterers.

Explanation : In this stanza the poet says that a happy man does not believe in rumours.
He is always guided by his conscience and follows its voice strictly. He does not like to keep
company with flatterers. He is not influenced by his false praise. So he is never proud of

himself. Even a cruel and unjust man cannot give him any harm., Such a man leads a happy
and ideal life.
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Up Board 12th English Poetry Pdf (4)
Who envies none whom chance doth raise
Nor vice; who never understood

How deepest wounds are given with praise;
Nor rules of state, but rules of good;

[ Word-meanings : envies = é&ﬁm to haveill will against anybody; chance = 3{diR,
YT luck; raise = IAd DN, FHUR ISM lift up; vice = @?‘I’s‘ evil; deepest = erry
much; wounds = PY pains; state = I, YXHR government; good=HcIIR good conduct.]
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Context : The poet describes the character of a happy man. A happy man is always free,
honest and truthful. He is careful of flatterers. He is never proud of himself.

Explanation : In this stanza the poet says that some people may progress in their life by
chance or by luck. But a good man is never envious of them. So he is a happy man. He
understands that false praise causes deep wounds which cannot be healed up. So a man who
is careful of his praise is always happy. Everybody obeys the rules of government by force.
But a good man follows the rules of good conduct also. He gives more importance to the rules
of good conduct and has no fear of any legal action to be taken against him. He knows well
that good conduct is above all things.
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Class 12 English Poetry Chapter 1 (5)
Who God doth late and early pray
More of His grace than gifts to lend;




Who entertains the harmless day
With a well-chosen book or friend; [2010]

[ Word-meanings : doth = ®Xdl % does; late and early = é?—ﬂé?, 4t 4t whenever one
gets time; grace = ORI 0T godly goodness; gifts = ‘H”'IGW% fau gUT Ud

3{T1- blessings and happiness given by God; entertains = 3¢ AT enjoys; harmless day=
tR fo fomr fpdit 1 g3 ITIEU?TQ without giving any harm to anybody.]
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Context : The poet says that a happy man is never envious of the progress of others. He
always follows the rules of good conduct without any fear of any action by the government.
Explanation : In this stanza the poet advises to pray to God daily whenever we get time. It is
very necessary to lead a happy life. We should not pray to God for worldly gains but for his
blessings and mercy. A man should not give harm of any kind to anybody at any time in the
whole day. But he should pass his time either in reading good books or in the company of
religious and pious people. Such a man will lead a very happy life.
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Comments : A happy man is the devotee of God.

Character Of Happy Life In Hindi (6)
This man is free from servile bands

Of hope to rise, or fear to fail;

Lord of himself, though not of lands;

And having nothing, he hath all.

[Word-meanings : servile = WT{Uflike slaves; bands = §%[; rise = 34 progress; fall =
3{gIfdt a1 ST failure.]
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Context : In these lines the poet describes the character of a happy life. He says that
honesty, truthfulness, and sincerity are the main qualities of a happy man. The man who
passes his time in reading good books or in the company of good people is always happy.

Explanation : In this concluding stanza the poet advises us to lead an independent life. A
man should not depend upon others. He should be free from all hopes and fears. He should
not be overjoyed in his achievements and should not be disconsolate in failures. Although he
may not have worldly riches yet he is the master of himself. Thus independence, self-respect
and contentment are the merits that make a man happy.
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