UP Board Notes for Class 12 English Poetry Short
Poems Chapter 10 The Song of the Free

The Song Of The Free About the Poet :

Swami Vivekanand was not only a saint and philosopher but also a poet. He lived only for a
brief span of forty years, he gave his lofty ideas on religion and philosophy to the people and
became immortal in the whole world. Under the influence of Ramakrishna Paramhansa, he
became a reformer and religious teacher. Now his followers and disciples are found all over
the world.

The Song Of The Free Central Idea About the Poem :

Swami Vivekanand’s poem ‘The Song of the Free’ is a famous poem in which he expresses his
views on the philosophy of ‘Advaitvad’. The stanzas of the present poem have been extracted
from his long poem with the same title. The poet uman life is surrounded with so many
sufferings and difficulties. But we should not be disheartened. We have a definite aim of our
life and we should know it. Then in spite of all odd situations, we should march on to achieve
it.

The Song Of The Free Meaning In Hindi Central Idea

In this poem the poet teaches us the philosophy of ‘Advaitvad. He says that the world is full
of pain, misery, troubles and difficulties. Sometimes our fate and nature also do not favour
us. Our friends betray us. Yet we should remember that every black cloud has a silver lining.
We have a divine soul which always prompts us to follow the right path. The ups and downs
of life give us an opportunity to show our best powers. So we should have faith in God and in
our power and should march on the right path to achieve the goal of life.
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EXPLANATIONS (With Meanings & Hindi Translation) LIZE
(1)

The wounded snake its hood unfurls,

The flame stirred up doth blaze,

The desert air resounds the calls of heart-struck Lion’s rage :
The cloud puts forth its deluge strength




When lightening cleaves its breast,
When the soul is stirred to its inmost depth
Great ones unfold their best !
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The Song Of The Free Poem Reference :
This stanza has been taken from the poem The Song of the Free composed by Swami
Vivekanand, a saint, philosopher and a poet.

The Song Of The Free Central Idea Class 12 Context :

This poem reveals the message of Swami Vivekanand to every human being. He gives some
examples to show that there are so many difficulties in the life of everyone. It is our duty to
face them boldly and then we shall become great.

Explanation : In this concluding stanza the poet says that life of man is full of so many
difficulties, troubles, miseries, etc. Fate and nature also seem not to favour him. Friends also
betray him. There may be many ups and downs in the life. Yet he should not leave the right
path and should not lose heart. He should remember that he has a divine power with him. So
he should march on boldly to achieve the real aim of life. Success must come.
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[Word-meanings : wounded= YIld injured; hood=4X head; unfurls = @w, T
unfold; stirred up = RIS DRI, G DT, blaze = JHD AT, dSit ¥ ST@HT to bum with flame;
resounds = fI;\_rf gl % echoes; desert = XTRA; rage = P anger; deluge = YR CIREY
heavy rainfall; cleaves = TR &l g splits; stirred = SIHRAT agitated; unfold = UHe Hd &
reveal.]
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The Song Of Free Reference :
This stanza has been taken from the poem The Song of the Free composed by Swami
Vivekanand, a saint, philosopher and a poet.

The Song Of The Free Central Idea In Hindi Context :

This poem reveals the message of Swami Vivekanand to every human being. He gives some
examples to show that there are so many difficulties in the life of everyone. It is our duty to
face them boldly and then we shall become great.

Explanation : In this opening stanza the poet says that the snake shows its head when it is
hurt. When the flame is excited, it burns brightly. When the lion is struck by the hunter’s
arrow or bullet, its angry roars can be heard in the whole forest. When violent lightening is
seen in the sky, it rains heavily. In the same way when the inner soul is stirred up, great ideas
come out from within because the character of inner soul is divine.
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(2)

Let eyes grow dim and heart grow faint
And friendship fail and love betray.

Let fate its hundred horrors send

And clotted darkness block the way

And nature wore one angry frown

To crush you out—still know my soul;
You are divine, March on and on

Nor right nor left, but to the goal !

[Word-meanings : faint = HHR weak; fail=@ﬁ€ STd & abandon ; betray=ﬁ%ﬂ€‘€ﬂﬁ HRAlto
be disloyal; clotted darkness=1IUT YD complete darkness; block=1T hinder; frown
IR gloomy look; divine = EORU| Godly; nor right nor left =gl A R TS unshaken not
leaving the right path.]
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The Song Of The Free Poem In Hindi Reference :
This stanza has been taken from the poem The Song of the Free composed by Swami
Vivekanand, a saint, philosopher and a poet.

The Song Of The Free In Hindi Context :

This poem reveals the message of Swami Vivekanand to every human being. He gives some
examples to show that there are so many difficulties in the life of everyone. It is our duty to
face them boldly and then we shall become great.

Explanation : In this concluding stanza the poet says that life of man is full of so many
difficulties, troubles, miseries, etc. Fate and nature also seem not to favour him. Friends also
betray him. There may be many ups and downs in the life. Yet he should not leave the right
path and should not lose heart. He should remember that he has a divine power with him. So
he should march on boldly to achieve the real aim of life. Success must come.
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