UP Board Notes for Class 12 English Poetry Short
Stories Chapter 3 The Lost Child

STORY at a Glance

On a spring festival a little boy went to see the fair with his parents. There he requested them
to buy a toy. But his father very politely refused him. Then he saw a sweet meat seller, a
flower seller, a man selling balloons of different colours, a juggler playing on a flute to a
snake and so on. The child wanted to have these things. But he knew well that his parents
would not buy him anything. Then he came to a roundabout which was in full swing. Men,
women and children were enjoying it and looked very happy. Now he was overpowered by
his desire and boldly requested them, “I want to go on the roundabout, please, father,
mother.” But there was no reply. He turned to look at his parents but they were not there. He
had lost his parents. He shouted loudly. He ran to and fro. He saw a thick crowd of people
outside a temple. He ran through their legs, searched his parents but found no sign of them.

A man in the crowd heard his groan and lifted him in his arms. The man asked him many
questions about his parents. But he went on weeping and cried only, “I want my mother, I
want my father.” The man took him to the juggler, balloon seller, flower seller, sweet seller,
etc. But he did not see towards them at all. He wanted only his parents. Now everything was
useless for him.
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