UP Board Notes for Class 12 English Poetry Short
Stories Chapter 4 A Special Experience

STORY at a Glance

Hoteles In this story Prem Chand describes the experiences of two families whose One day
the husband of the narrator of the story served ‘sherbat’ and ‘pun’ to the freedom fighters. So
he was sentenced for one year’s rigorous imprisonment. The narrator was not perturbed. She
felt proud of her husband and wanted to touch his feet. She celebrated her husband’s going
to jail by distributing sweets among the freedom fighters.

She was quite alone in her house. So she informed her father and father-in-law and
requested them to help. But both refused. Her father-in-law was afraid lest his pension be
stopped and her father was afraid lest his promotion and increment be stopped. Two
policemen in white clothes watched her house every time. She was very much afraid yet she
determined to preserve her femininity at all costs. Babu Gyan Chand, a school teacher, was
the best friend of her husband. When he came to know about it, he came to her with his wife.
They requested her to live with them. She agreed. There also she saw two policemen
watching the house of Babu Gyan Chand. The narrator did not like that her hosts should be
in trouble. But Gyan Chand’s wife was not troubled at all.

One evening when Gyan Babu returned from his college, he was very much perturbed. His
principal had asked him to turn the lady out of his house. She was the wife of a freedom
fighter. It was the order of the Commissioner. But Gyan babu did not yield before them. He
resigned from his post. His resignation opened the eyes of the principal. He and the
Commissioner both asked him many questions and were. satisfied that Gyan Babu had no
connection with the movement of freedom.
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