UP Board Notes for Class 12 English Poetry Short
Poems Chapter 9 Stopping by Woods on a Showy
Evening

About the Poet : Robert Lee Frost is one of the most distinguished American poets of 20th
century. He studied classics for a brief period at Harvard, and worked at odd jobs. ‘as a
teacher, a cobbler and a farmer. During his stay in England, he began publishing poems, and
won national fame in America. His theme and technique continually developed from the
early pastorals to the later profoundly philosophical treatment of man’s problems.

About the Poem : This is a poem about a man who is on his long journey. But he is
tempted by the beauty of nature and wants to stop for some time. But soon he is reminded
that he has to go on a long way. So he should check his desire of enjoying beauty and peace of
nature. This poem was favourite of Jawaharlal Nehru probably because it reminded him of
the tremendous tasks to perform in the service of the country.

Central Idea

In this poem the poet refers to the man who is on a long journey but wants to enjoy nature by
giving up his journey in the middle. But soon he is prompted within that he has to go on a
very long way before sleeping. After that he can take rest and sleep. In fact the journey refers
to the journey of life in which everybody has many responsibilities to perform before sleeping
an eternal sleep. This is the reason that Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru also loved and liked this stanza.
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EXPLANATIONS (With Meanings & Hindi Translation)
€y

Whose woods these are I think I know.

His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.

[Word-meanings: woods = STl foyest; to watch = ¢ to see; fill up with snow = aﬁ'?ﬁm
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Reference : This stanza has been taken from the poem ‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening’ composed by Robert Frost who was known as one of the greatest of modern
American poets.

[ N.B. : The above reference will be used for all the explanations of this poem. ]

Context : This is a poem about a man who, on his way home, is lured by the sight of snow
and woods. He is tempted to break his journey. But he is reminded of his daily household
duties.

Explanation : In this stanza the poet says that a traveller is attracted by the beauty of a
garden which is covered with snow. He wants to break his journey and stay here for some
time. He knows well who is the owner of this garden. He lives in a village at a little distance
from here. He is sure that the owner will not be able to see him due to snow and darkness.
Thus his stay in the garden will be quite safe.
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My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near

Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

[Word-meanings : queer = [df</ strange; farmhouse = W@ & UM B R, 3ddd a
house near the farm, stable; frozen = T6 I gDt E_sc covered with snow.] (tlﬁ A ZI_E!\TW WS
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Context : This is a poem about a man who, on his way home, is lured by the sight of the
snow and woods. He is tempted to break his journey. But he is reminded of his daily
household duties.

Explanation : In this stanza the poet says that the traveller wants to pass his night in the
beautiful garden. But at the same time he thinks about his horse who will feel uneasiness
here. It will be a strange and unusual thing for him because there is no covered place or
stable nearby. A horse feels comfortable only in a stable. Moreover it is the darkest evening of



the year. The garden’is covered with snow and the lake water is also frozen. So the horse will
neither get anything for eating nor for drinking. N.B.: The animal does not appear to share
the feelings of the man for the loveliness of woods.
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He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

[Word-meanings : harness = ¢I'I[H; shake = LCP[; sweep = 37T Y I DI SMTATS swift
gliding motion; easywind = ¢! 4T gentle wind; downy flake = Blc-BIc 6 & gcbs-_\ soft
snow pieces. ]
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Context : The traveller is tempted to stay in the garden because he is attracted by the beauty
of the snow-covered garden. But at the same time he thinks that his horse will think it a
strange thing and he will feel uneasiness here. . Explanation : In this stanza the poet says that
inspite of his own desire to stay in the lovely woods the traveller is quite aware of discomfort
and uneasiness of the horse. When the traveller was thinking about it, his horse shook his
body and this caused a jingling of the bells tied to the harness. So there is either the sound of
jingling of bells or the blowing of wind through the trees and of the snow pieces falling on the
trees. Besides this there is perfect silence.
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(4)
The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But I have promises to keep.




And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.

[Word-meanings : promises to keep = EFETQ? Pl to carry out tasks or responsibilities;
milestogo = LS| Q"\P[ g dRAT to go along distance; sleep= I ST AT 3+ 8T immortal
sleep.]
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Context : The traveller is tempted to stay in the garden because he is attracted by the beauty
of the snow-covered garden. But at the same time he thinks that his horse will think it
strange and he will feel uneasiness here.

Explanation : In this concluding stanza the traveller says that no doubt the garden is very
beautiful and attractive. There is darkness and silence all-around. He wants to stay there. But
at the same time he is reminded of the common duties which he has to fulfil before death, i.e.
eternal death. N.B.: This stanza was favourite of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru because it reminded
him of a lot of tasks which he had to perform in the service of the country.
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