Stone-Masons, My Father, And Me

Namdeo Dhasal

NAMDEOQ DHASAL (b, 949 probably) a neted Marathi poer, Brew ip in
Mumbai shoms, He oreanized ‘Dalir Penthers”
te fight the oppression of the Dalits. His
callections of poems include Crolpitha and
Gandubogicha. Hz hax also heen hongred
with Padma Shree. His presen paem ‘Slone- 8
Masons, My Father, And Me', translated PO
Jrom Marathi by Vinay Dhar wadker, very
wuccinctly depices a stone mason'’y life - hiy
miseries and the dexterity with wiich he pives

shapes to stones. - ,
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Stone-Masons, My Father, And Me

Stone-masons give stones dreams to dream:
| set amateh to fireworks,
They say one mtstn't step inio
Oma’s father's life:
I do; [ scrateh
his elbows,
his armipits.

Stone-masons give stones flowers:
I play homs and trumper.
I overtake the Parsi who stands
trned o stone
by the bodies of four women
bent like bows,



s STONEMASREMVFATHER ANDME ol
| see myy father s bloodied rump.
In the chaos of the dark
1 smoke a cheroot
and smoulder with memories
till my lips get bumt.

Stone-masons iNseminse slones,
| count exhausted horses.
1 harness mysell 1o a cart,
1 handle
my father's corpse;
I burn.

Stone-masons mix blood with stones;
[ carry a loud of stones.
stone-masans build
a stone house.
1 break heads with stones.

LET'S THINK AND DO

1. How is the life of stone-masons depicted in the poem?

Describe in your own words.

2 \What is the attitude of the speaker to his work? Why did

he become a stone-mason?

3. Talk to the stone-masans in your locality and do a

project work on them.
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