LETTER TO CORK
Dean Mahomed
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Dean Mahomed (1759 -F8531), a native of Patna, Bihar, iy the first known
Indian author in English. While in the service of The East India Company, he
travelled ro different paris of India, Ireland and England and wrote his
pbyervations and. . 18 Vi experiences in o series of
letters addressed to a Bk friend Cork. This was
printed under the tirle ' TS0 The Travels of Dean
Mahomed by J. Connor,, 4 al the circulating Library, no
17, Corner aof Castle~ street. This is Letter no XXIV
and it describes thes Sfeatures a3 well ax the way
af selling aned purchasing of elephants
prevalent ai that time in India.

LETTER TO CORK
Deear Sir,

1. Of all the animals in the East or elsewhere, none can equal the elephant in
magnitude. To excite your wonder, and, at the same lime, afford you some
ﬂmmmmlmumgw;waprﬁmﬂﬁﬂmﬁpﬁmn[mm
which is ...the largest in the universe. Itis from twelve to fifteen feet high, and
seven broad: it's skin about the helly is so tough, that a sword cannot penetrate
it: the eyes of it are exceeding small, the ears large, the body round and full,
and the back riscs 1o an arch: it is of a darkish colour and very much seamed:
on each sh‘l&ufii‘sjaﬂls.wiﬂﬁnmtmmhmfmumﬂhmmmwﬂ
teeth which project outwands: in the male , they are stronger and thicker; in the
fermale, they are sharper and smaller: both male and female uge one, which is
sharp as a defensive weapon, and the ather which is blunted to grub up trecs
and plants for food. The tecth of the male sometimes grow to the length of ten
feet, anid have been known to weigh three hundred pounds each; the teeth of
the female, though less, are the most valuable ivory. They namrally shed their
teeth once in ten years, and bury them carefully in the earth, to prevent, as it is
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imagined, their being found by man. The elephant’s tongue is small, but broad;
the feet round and ample, and the legs have joints, which are flexible: the
forehead is large and rising; the tail resembies that of a hog; and the blood of
ﬂﬁsmﬁcﬂ:ﬁrﬁmnﬂwufanyuﬂm;hmmﬂmmmh most peculiarly
distinguishes it, is&whmﬂnTHsdngnﬂmWismnkad,gﬁﬂy.andplﬂinu
aboat seven feetin length, three in circmnfums;lmdmuydhnhﬁmm
to the extremity. At the root, near the nose, are passages, the one into the
head , the other to the mouth; through the first, it breathes; and by the later, it
receives it's provisions, the trunk serving the parposes of  hand to feed jt, and
& weapon to defend it. So strong is this powerful animal, that it can lift g
prodigious weight; and so delicate in the sensation of feeling, that it can take
the smallest piece of coin from the ground, It delights much in water, and will
Swirn a great way.

- They are taken by stratagem in different parts of India, as they descend from
men'umtrm;whmﬂm}rfmd,murhmaﬁvm,mwmm hotteewallies,
or people employed i take them, dig deep trenchies in their direction, which
they conceal with reeds covered over with earth and grass, the elephants, on
their way o the watening places, unacquainted with the danger before them, fall
mito the pit contrived by these antful men whoofien risqué their lives in the execution
ﬂfmdammﬂmmpmjam.nmﬂdmﬁnws.hymmmnmimﬂmmdvﬁ
and escape 1o the woods, but the young ones, who thus become an easy prey to
their pursuers, are suffered to remain in this situation, for some days without
food, till they are almost spent, and unable to make any resistance: an easy
descent is then opened into the pits or trenches, and collars thrown round their
recks, after which they are mounted , and following a tame elephant as their
leader, conducted with great facility to the next town or village. When a
umkhahhmm:tﬂnfﬁnm,isﬂhnﬂiuﬂmmmm,ﬂwmmgiﬂﬁymm
by the hotteewallies, for the use of the Nabobs and other great men; and when
rendered by age unfit for their amusements, they serve o cay the equipage of
camps and other burdens. Ummmmmmmymmgm
to do anything, and, in a short time, become as tractable as the horses of the
most famous riders in Europe.
- Nisrelated of one of them, that when the child of it’s keeper, lay some time
ina cradle, crying for want of nourishment, in the absence of the parents, this
huge but generous animal ok it up gently, gave it suck, and afterwards laid it
down in the cradle with the utmost solicitude. This tenderness, which is not -
urtike gratitude in our species, proceeded from the kind treatment of its keeper,
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An elephant is commonly sold by measurement, and some of those animals,
which are young and well trained, are purchased at the rateof 150 rupees per
cubit: they are measured from the head to the tail, which is about seven cubits
long, and at this caleulation will amount to above one hundred pounds sterling
each.

Mext i the elephant in bulk and figure, is the thinoceros, called by the modem
Indiars, shadu: it is not unlike the wild boar, but much larger, having shicker feet,
and a more unwieldy body, 1t is covered with large hard scales of blackish
colour, which are divided into small squares, raised a little above the skin, and
nearly resembling those of the crocodile. It's head, which is large, is wrapped up
hehind in a kind of capuchin; it's mouth is litle; but its snout extends to.a great
length, and is armed with a long thick hom, which makes him terrible to other
animals, it's tongue is as rough as a file, and a sortof wings like those of the bat,
cover the belly.

In the eastern territories, there is no beast more useful than the camel,
either for burden or dispatch: some of them will carry a thousand weight,
and travel, at least, seven or eight miles an hour: they have no teseth,
except in the lower jaw, and one bunch on the back: none of the brute
creation, of such a bulk, less voracious than this creature. They lie down
on their bellies to receive their loads, and are always governed by the voice of
the drover, who could never mand their pace, by beating them. They are
naturally fearful, and extremely patient under fatigue.

LET'S THINK AND DO

1. Dean Mahomed says that an animal is commonly sold b;
measurement? Does mcﬂna continue even today
How is elephant sold 1

2. How many animals does the author describe in his letter?
E?‘Img are they? Do they have anything common about

em

3. Write a letter to your foreign friend describing your

favourite Indian animal.



