Bihar Board Class 12 English Poetry Notes Chapter 3
Now the Leaves are Falling Fast

WYSTAN HUGH AUDEN (1907 -1973), who won the Pulitzer Prize in 1948 for his collection
The Age of Anxiety, was a versatile and intellectually vigorous poet, verse dramatist, critic,
translator and editor.
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Poetry to him was a ‘serious game’ which should deepen people’s self awareness but it
should, in no case, directly affect men’s political or religious choices.
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His early poems exhibit his interest in political affairs and ideas but his later poems are
overtly Christian and more personal in tone.
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As a technician, Auden explored a variety of stanza forms and meters. He had a passion for
word coining and using archaic words, which makes him, at times, difficult to understand.
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He left England as early as 1939 to settle permanently in the United States.
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Auden’s work is divided into the British and American phases. The notable works of the
English phase are The Orators, The Dance of Death, Look Stranger, Spain, and Another
Time. The notable works of the American phase include New Year Letter, For the Time
Being, The Age of Anxiety, and The Shield of Achilles.
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The present lyric ‘Now the Leaves are Falling Fast’ enacts the frustration inherent in human
life, the aspirations that are not fulfilled and the sense of loneliness in which every individual
lives and dies.
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3. NOW THE LEAVES ARE FALLING FAST

Now the leaves are falling fast,
Nurse’s flowers will not last;
Nurses to the graves are gone,
And the prams go rolling on.
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Whispering neighbours, left and right,

Pluck us from the real delight:

And the active hands must freeze
Lonely on the separate knees.
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Dead in hundreds at the back
Follow wooden in our track,
Arms raised stiffly to reprove
In false attitudes of love.
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Starving through the leafless wood
Trolls run scolding for their food:
And the nightingale is dumb.

And the angle will not come.
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Cold, impossible, ahead

Lists the mountain’s lovely head
Whose white waterfall could bless
Travellers in their last distress.
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