Bihar Board Class 12 English Poetry Notes Chapter 5
An Epitaph

WALTER DE LA MARE (1873-1956) was born in the village of Charlton in Kent, England. He
lost his father at the age of four and had to move with his family to London. He is known for
his sensitive concerns with the world of children and the world of the supernatural. His
Songs for Children and Peacock Pie depict world of dreams. But even in these songs
there is a note of ‘melancholy?
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The poet makes us aware of the inhuman condition of modern life.
Hid gH MY Sfa & ATAI RUTY & IR H SR X & |

He shows his genius by evincing fresh interest in old themes. Queen Elizabeth IT honoured
him with the Order of Merit in 1953.
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5. An Epitaph

Here lies a most beautiful lady,

Light of step and heart was she;

I think she was the most beautiful lady That ever was in the West Country.

But beauty vanishes; beauty passes, However, rare — rare it be; And when I crumble, who
will remember

This lady of the West Country?
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