Bihar Board Class 12 English Poetry Notes Chapter 8
Fire Hymn

KEKI N. DARUWALLA (b. 1937), the recipient of Sahitya Akademi Award (1984) and
Commonwealth Poetry Award, is a landscape poet of eminence and a well known writer of
short stories. His poetry is, in his own wards, ‘a totally impressionistic recording of subjective
responses’. He claims his poems to be ‘rooted in the rural landscape’ and hence ‘earthy’. He
shuns sophistication, as he thinks that it, ‘while adding gloss, takes away the power of verse’.
The themes of his poetry are love, death, domination, cynicism, plight of human society and
violence. He writes with intensity and vigour involved in poetic creation. Since he had been
in police service, violence is unavoidable in his poetry. His important volumes of verse
include Under Orion (1970), Apparition in April (1971) and Crossing of Rivers (1976)

FIRE-HYMN

The burning ghat erupted phosphorescence:

and wandering ghost lights frightened passers-by
as moonlight scuttled among the bones.

Once strolling at dawn past river-bank and ghat
we saw embers losing their cruel redness

to the grey ash that swallows all, half-cooked limbs

bore witness to the fire’s debauchery.
My father said, “You see those half-burnt fingers
And bone-stubs? The fire at times forgets its dead!”

A Zoroastrian I, my child-fingers clenched
Into a little knot of pain,
I swore to save fire From the sin of forgetfulness.

It never forgot, and twenty years since

As I consigned my first-born to the flames

The nearest Tower of Silence was a thousand miles —
The firm hymn said to me, “You stand forgiven,”
Broken, yet rebellious, I swore this time

To save it from the sin of forgiving.
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