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Dilby kldldohb

Devastated by deluge

Haze hazard on road

Hint of
an early
summer

. o
Tuesd ay: 284°C Sampuma Kranti Exprass from Patna and Rajehani
Special from Mumbal.
HT Correspondant BESCHEDULED: Kashi Vishwanath from New
Delhi to Varanasé, Lichchivi Express from New

New Delhi, January 31

THE MERCURY ls soaring,
paving the way for what could
bean early onset of summer,
the weatherman has said. It
may touch ¥ degrees Celsius
within a couple of days in

ta Henwrakh

FOG CHECK

Filght operations at Delhi Alrport was normal
with the runway visibllity at 1,560 metres. be the year of rains and
However, ihick fog in the RCR made driving
difficult in the sarly hours.

DELAYED: 17 incoming trains:
departure af six trains wis
reazheduled.

Poorya Express from Howrah,

Deirl to Muzaffarpur, Bhupensshwar Raj from ain_
New Delhi lo Bhupeneshwar, Seldah Raj from
New Delhl ta Seldah, Sultanpur Express fram
Delhi to Sultanpur and Janta Express from Delhi

G.C. Shekhar
Chennai, December 30

IF 2004 was the year of the
tsunami, 2005 turned out to

floods in Tamil Nadu. Unlike
the tsunami, which affected a
belt of six coastal districts in
Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry,
the floods wreaked havoc
across the state.

_Infive furious spells, the last
two being cyclones that weak-
ened before hitting the coast,

Nadu from October to Decem-

ber with almost wﬁ istrict

drenched and drown
Chennal, which was faunt-

Delhi.

The mercury settled at 28.4
tdegrees Celsius on Tuesday,
nearly six degrees above the
average, breaking a decade-
old record.

Cold comfort for
New Year revellers

ed as an alternative to Banga-
lore, found itself floating on
water on three occaslons. The
rains and floods killed 350

A day Mumbai won'’t forget

SORAB Ghaswalla
Mumbai, December 30

JULY 26, 2005 started off as just another
soggy day in Mumbai, But, the rainfall was
one of the heaviest Mumbai had seen over
the past century. As citizens went about
their morning chores, they had no inkling
that by dusk the city would be swampexd.

By sunset, 435 residents had either
drowned in their houses or vehicles as rain-
water started rising with alarming rapidity.
By night, the city and its people were de-
feated. No transport, no electricity and no
place to go. Mumbai was on its knees.

The weather bureau had predicted just
another "normal” rainy day for the city.
But it poured 944.2 m.m. (three feet of rain)
over 24 hours, the highest in 100 years.

Before 26/7, Mumbaiites, used to about
15 cm of rain, would tease, “What's a Mum-
bai monsoon without some days of dis-
ruption?” On 26/7, the joke was on them,

The rain picked up at about 1 pum. Initial

Chennai submerged

people, Fields were inundat-
ed, crops dam; roads
looked like backwaters. And
this was the city that cried for
water in summers,

The rains showed up the
state’s failure to literally tap
the resources as 90 tme of wa-
ter flowed into the sea. Irriga-
tion tanks and reservoirs
were breached.The suburbs
were the worst hit as many lo-
calities remained under wa-
ter from October to December.

When the relief efforts be-
gan, that brought calamity of
another order. Rush for rations
resulted in one of the most
avoldable tragedies as 48 peo-
ple were killed In stampedes
outside two relief centres.

This was one rain cloud

Fogisin, get
ready for
disruptions

1y, iobody paid attention. The enormity of A thin blanket of fog
the situation hit Mumbaiites at about 5 enveloped the city in the
p.m. By then, many were dead and the low- early hours of Friday.

lying areas of Kurla, Ghatkopar, Andheri
Dadar, Juhu and Kalina were flooded.

Freezing Kashmar
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e n @ 1 dictable. They might hit Delhi within the
et ¥ mext 72 hours or may not for another week.
« ¢ But it is time to get your woollens out, Tem-
i v peratures will drop progressively in the days
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After 2 days of biting cold, sun shines
Expect a ballistic winter

after western winds are in

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 30

ACROSS NORTH India, it's a winter of woes.
Amristar is icy with a minimum tempera-
ture of 5°C. Snowfall, of up to 78 cm, has
blanketed Srinagar, In Delhi, it's still a pleas-
ant nip. This mild wintry condition, however,
will definitely not last, says the Met.

In a day or two, winds from Afghanistan,
known as western disturbances, will lash the
Capital. Conditions are perfect for harsh win-
ter ahead, said Met officials, who have de-
clared “official winter” in Delhi from Thurs-

“Wednesday's morning mist, molsture in
the air, low night temperature and the cold
winds that hit the city by evening are enough
indications for the weather department to de-
clare the onset of winter a day in advance,”
an official said.

Winter may have been delayed in much of
north India by about a fortnight, but it has
set in on time in Delhi, he added.

In vast swathes of north India, the past
week has been colder than average. “Winter
trying to make up for the lost time,” the
weatherman added in a lighter vein. With
temperatures consistently below the average
for this year, there is a spectre of this year’s
winter being colder than usual.

In the ski resort of Gulmarg, there's heavy
snow. Night temperature dipped four degrees
past normal and Churu in Rajasthan has be-
come bitterly cold. But Delhi continues to be
comfortable, Night temperature on Wednes-
day hovered around 10°C.

“The western disturbances are unpre-

to come,” said Delhi Met chief R.D. Singh.

- With mornings getting misty, the dreaded fog

may not be far behind. And with pollution
levels at a five-year high, the fog this time
may be worse.

Delhi has been colder this fortnight com-

Nt pared to the same period last year. The tem-
nal, perature pattern is similar to the record-
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So, it's officially winter
in the Capital
Delhi

Max: 25°C, Min: 8 In a day or two, winds from
Afghanistan —western disturbances — will
lash the Capital, Winter declared from Dec 1.

Srinagar
Max: 8°C, Mim: -3 it's a sea of snow there. Like

much of Kashmir, it is experiencing sub-zero
temperatures and bitterly cold weather.

Amritsar
Max: 21°C, Min: 5 The great plains are ex-

tremely cold. The coming days will be worse
with expected sub-zero temperatures.

Shimla

Max: 10°C, Min: -4 The Himachal capital is
blanketed in heavy snow. Higher reaches are
even colder.

breaking winter of 2008 — the worst in 40
years.

The Met office says it cannot forecast so far
ahead In future “It may not be record break-
ing winter, but it will definitely be chillier
th:ln an average winter,” said a weather offi-
cial.

The official pointed out that snowfall in
Kashmir and Shimla has been heavier and
earlier than usual. The temperature in Shim-
la dropped two degrees below normal. Sun-
dernagar at 4.3 °C was cold too.

Northerly cold winds have struck Ra-
jasthan, affecting normal life last night with
Churu and Sriganganagar shivering at 5°C
each, about two-three degrees below normal.
Nights in Jodhpur, Bikaner, Ajmer and
Jaipur divisions have become harsh.
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