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INTRODUCTION

➢ Indian subcontinent with different 
cultures, and diversity was 
different to maintain by any 
rulers. Instead Mughals created 

a vast empires.

➢ In the 16 th century  they 
expanded their kingdoms from 
Agra to Delhi in the 17 th cent . 
Controlled nearly the whole 
subcontinents.
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All  

rulers of 

Mughal 

dynasty
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➢ Today the red fort  
(known as the 
residence of 
Mughal  empire)is  
the place where 
prime minister 
addresses the 
nation.
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Who were the Mughals? 

❑Mughals were the 
descendants of two grate 
lineages.

➢ Mothers s ide –  they 
were descendants of Genghis 

khan (of Mongol who ruled 
over China and central Asia.

➢ Father s ide –  they were 
successors of Timur (ruler 

of Iran, Iraq and turkey)
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Genghis khan Timur
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➢ They don’t want to be 
called as Mongols 
because the 
uzbegs(Mongol 
group) were their 
competitors.

➢ But Mughals were 
proud of their 
Timurid ancestry 
(who captured Delhi in 

1338).
 

CLASS VII CHAPTER 4 The Mughal(16th to 17th century)

eV
idy

art
hi

https://www.evidyarthi.in/



www.evidyarthi.in

Mughal Military 
Campaigns 

➢ Babur 1 st ruler  (  1526 
to 1530) succeeded to 
the throne of ferghana  
in  1494  when he was 
only 12 years old.

➢ Then uzbegs  (Mongol  
group) invaded his  
ancestral  throne that 
he was forced to leave.

Babur
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➢ After many years he seized 
Kabul  in 1504 (1526) he 
defeated the sultan of Delhi  
Ibrahim Lodi  and captured 
Delhi  and Agra at Panipat.

➢ Afghans were immediate 
threat to Mughals 
authority(also Mughal had 
relationships with ahoms, 

S ikhs,  Mewar etc.

Ibrahim Lodi  
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Mughal Traditions of Succession 

❑Mughals always believe 
in T imurid 

customs (division of 
inheritance amongst son 
rather than 
primogeniture – where 
eldest son inherits his 
fathers throne.
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Important box
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Important box
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Mughal Relations with Other 
Rulers 

➢ At first Mughals constantly 
campaigned against many rulers 
who refused to accept the 
authority. But later joined 
voluntarily.

➢ Many Rajput's  married their  
daughters into Mughal  
famil ies(to make relations, to get 
high positions, some refused too).
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Marriage relations with Mughal
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➢ The Sisodia raj  puts of  Mewar 

refused to accept Mughal authority  
for a long time. Once defeated they 
were goodly treated by the 
Mughals.(granted their land (watan) 
to Mughals.

➢ From this instance we can note the 
Mughals used to defeat their 
enemies but never humiliated them. 
This behavior extended their 
influence over many kings and 
chieftains.

Sisodia raj  puts 
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Nav ratan of Akbar 

➢ Raja B irbal

➢ Miyan Tansen

➢ Abul Fazal

➢ Fa iz i

➢ Raja Man S ingh

➢ Raja Todar Mal

➢ Mullah Do P iazza

➢ Fakir Az iao-Di

➢ Abdul Rahim Khan-I-

Khana.
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➢ But it was difficult 
to keep a balance all 
the time as at the 
prior of Aurangzeb  
(he insulted Shivaj i  

when he came to 
accept Mughal 
authority).

Chhatrapati  Shivaj i  
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Mansabdars and Jagirdars 

➢ As empire influenced, the 
Mughals recruited many diverse 
people with diverse religions.

➢ Turkish nobles they expanded 
to include Afghans,  raj  puts , 

Marathas etc.
➢ Those who joined Mughal service 

were called as manasabdars,  
mansab means position or rank).

For the service of  ruler
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Mughal Darbar for meetings with d iverse subjects
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❑ It was used as grading 
system by Mughals to 
fix

➢ Salary
➢ Rank
➢ Military 

responsibi l i ty.
❑ The higher the zat 

(rank and salary)the 
higher the position in 
the court.

Mil itary responsibil ity.
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Salary according to the rank
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➢ Mansabdars military 
responsibility was to maintain 
cavalrymen (sawar)their  
registration,  horse 
branding ,  pay the salary.

➢ Mansabdars received 
their  salaries as revenue 
assignments cal led 
jagirs . they themselves used 
to serve in other parts of 
country.
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❑ Land 
with  
peasa
nt 
sett le
ments 
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➢ jagirs  were careful ly 

assessed so that  their  
revenues were roughly 
equal  to the salary of  
the mansabdar the actual 
revenue collected was often 
less than the granted sum. 
There was also a huge 
increase  in the number of 
mansabdars, which meant a 
long wait before they 
received a jagir.
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➢ This creates the 

shortage of 
jagirs , 
mansabdars used 
to work their best 
to extract revenue 
from their jagirs.

➢ Aurangzeb was 
unable to 
control  in the 
last  years of  
rein and 
peasantry 
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Zabt and Zamindars 

➢ Main source available to Mughal rulers 
were tax from peasants That were 
col lected by ruler  el ites,  
individuals were defined as 
zamindars.

➢ Akbar's revenue minister todar mal 

surveyed crop fields ,prices, areas 
cultivated for a 10 years prior.

➢ Tax were fixed in each crop in cash. 
The revenue system was known as 
zabt.

Tax collector
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Survey done on 10yr cult ivated f ield Todar mal
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Important box
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➢ In some areas zamindars 

use to posses great power 
and exploitation by Mughal 
administrators  that could 
drive them to rebellion.

➢ In the end of the 17 th 

century Mughal empires 
stability was challenged as 
many zamindars and 
peasants allied together 
against Mughal authority. 

Zamindars all ied 

against Mughal ruler
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A Closer Look: Akbar’s 
Policies 

➢ The administration of Akbar 
was elaborated in the book of 
Abul  fazl  Akbar Nama 
and last  volume ain- i -
akbari .

➢ He explained that empire was 
into province called 
subas,governed by subedar 
(work with pol it ical ,  
mil itary function).

Abul  fazl  
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➢ Written 

about 

the l i fe  

of  

Akbar 

with 3 

volumes

➢ Written 

in  

Persian 

about 

adminis

trat ion
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➢ Each province has a financial 

officer or diwan to maintain 

peace and order, the subedars 
was supported by other officers 
such as

➢  pay master(bakshi )
➢ minister of charitable patronage 

and religion (Sadr )
➢ Town police commander(kotwal )
➢ Military commanders (faujdars )

People were appointed to 

maintain peace and law
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➢ Akbar's nobles commanded 
large armies and had access 
to large amount of 
revenue. They were loyal to 
the empires but later in the 
17 th cent.  Many built 
their independent 
networks that weakened 
the empire’s self interest.
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during 1570s  he discussed with 
ulama,brahmanas,priests of  

roman Catholics and 

Zoroastrians.

➢ Theses discussions use to took 
place in ibadat khana .  Akbar use 
to interact with different people 
and realized that religious scholars 
who bought rituals and dogma  
were often bigots . (this creates 
disharmony among his subjects)

Fatehpur 
s ikri  
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Ibadat khana 
D iscussion with 

diverse rel ig ions
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priest

ulama

Christ ians brahmanas

discussio
n
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➢ This led Akbar to the idea of 

sulh-e Kul (universal peace) 
➢ In his system every religion 

were treated equally along 
with honesty, justice,peace 

should be applicable.
➢ Abul fazl helped Akbar in 

framing a vision of 
governance and Jahangir 

and shah jaha followed as 
well.

❑ Dogma 

➢ A statement or an 

interpretation declared as 

authoritative with the 

expectation that it would be 

followed without question. 

❑ Bigot

➢  An individual who is 

intolerant of another 

person’s religious 

beliefs or culture.
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Akbar Governed with justice and equality 
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The Mughal Empire in the Seventeenth Century 
and After

➢ Administration and military efficiency 
in Mughal empire led to economic 

and commercial prosperity .
➢ But inequality were glaring as well. 

Only 445 mansabdars were on the 
higher ranks out of 8,000.

➢ Only 5.6% mansabdars received 
61.5% of the total revenue of the 
empire as salaries.
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Important box
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➢ The Mughal expenditure 

benefited the art isans 
and peasants  who 
supplied them with goods 
and service.

➢ But they were not getting 
any investments to 
increase productivity i.e. 
tools and supplies. The 
profit was taken by the 
wealthy, peasants and 

merchants, bankers. 
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No 
investm
ent 
were 
provide
d to 
minor 
peasant
s
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➢ Mughal elite got enormous 

wealth and resources. 
They became extremely 
powerful in the late 17th 

century.

➢ After Mughal empire 
decline. They emerged 
with powerful centers. 
they created new 
dynasties, held command 
in Hyderabad and 
Awadh province.

Elite- powerful,  wealthy people
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➢ Many province under Mughal  empire 

became independent and got their  
own identity.

Awadh hydra bad
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