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➢ In many chapters like 
2,3,4 kingdoms rose and 
fell but still art ,craft 

and production 

activ it ies flourished in 
towns and villages.

➢ Many new societies 
emerge and social 

change was different 
everywhere.

Production st ill  continued
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People were d iv ided into classes 
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subcontinent, society was 
already divided according to 
the rules of varna.

➢ They were prescribed by the 
brahmanas (they were 
accepted by large rulers of 
large kingdoms)

➢ High and low, r ich and 

poor increased and under 
Delhi  sultan and 

Mughals  it went further.

B r a h m an as  we r e  d o m i n an t  g ro up
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Difference between r ich and poor increased
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1 . Gonds –  (s.t) M.p,telengana, A.P, Bihar

2. Santhals –  Bihar, west 

Bengal,orissa,Jharkhand.

3. Munda’s –  Jharkhand,assam,west 

beng.

4. Khokhar–  Punjab, Pakistan

5. Gakkhars –  Punjab, Pakistan

6. Langahs –  rajasthan,Gujrat,pak,Punjab

7. Afghans –  Iran and Pakistan

8. Baloch tr ibe –  Iran, Afghanistan

9. Tr ibe of  gaddis –  himachal, J & k 

LIST OF TRIBAL GROUPS
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1 . Ahom's – assam

2. Nagas- 

assam,A.P,MANIPUR,NAGALAND

3. Kol is –  mubai,Gujrat

4. Berads –  karnaka,Mumbai

5. Naravars – Tamil nadu

6. Vetars –  forest,hills

7. Bhils –  Mp,Gujrat,rajasthan

8. Banjaras –  

rajasthan,AP,LARNATKAeV
idy

art
hi
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Beyond Big Cit ies:  Tr ibal  
Societies 

➢ There were different kinds 
of societies (many in the 
subcontinent did not follow 
rules and rituals prescribed 
by the brahmanas ).

➢ There were not even 
divided into numerous 

classes such societies are 
often called tr ibes.

tr ibes
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➢ Members of each tribes were united 
by kinship bonds,  obtained 

the ir l ivel ihood (relat ionship ) 
from agricultures,  hunter-

gatherers or herders.

➢ Many live in forest,hills,deserts 

and places difficult to each. they 
even clashed with more powerful 
caste based societies.

➢ They like their freedom and culture 
separated and preserved.eV
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forest hills
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deserts Amazon rainforest
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➢ But both caste based 

societies and tribal 

societies depends on each 

other for their diverse 

needs, so they gradually 

changes themselves.

Barter system
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➢ Historians and 
travelers give very 
scanty information 
about tribes. Along 
with tribal people did 
not keep written 
records but they 
preserved rich 

customs and oral 

tradit ions.  

Absent  wr itten  accounts
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➢ These oral tradit ions 

were passed down to a 
new generation and with 
the help of that 
historians started 
created tr ibal h istory 

records.  Tribal people 
were found in almost 
every region ,some are 
powerful tribe live in 

large territories. 

oral tradit ions 
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tribe was very influential 
during 13th and 14th cent. 
Later the 
Gakkhars (their chief  

Kamal khan gakhar 

was made a noble by 
emperor Akbar)

➢ In Multan and S ind,  
the Langahs and Afghans 
dominated extensive 
region.

the khokkar 
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In Punjab (Gakkhars ) Langahs and Afghans in s ind and Multan
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north west divided into smaller clans 
under chiefs.

➢ Western H imalaya - lived the 
shepherd tribe of gaddis.

➢ North eastern part -  the Nagas, 

Ahom's and other.
➢ Later Aurangzeb  captured many 

chero fortresses and subjugated the 
tribe.

➢ Mundas,santhals among other tribes 

who lived in Orissa and BengaleV
idy
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Baloch  tr ibe Gadd is  tr ibe Ahom's
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Aurangzeb captured chero fortresses(palamu fort) 

eV
idy

art
hi

https://www.evidyarthi.in/



CLASS VII CHAPTER 5 TRIBES, NOMADS AND SETTLED COMMUNITIES
www.evidyarthi.in

Munda's Santhals
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➢ Maharashtra's and 

Karnataka, Gujrat were 

homes to kolis,berads etc.
➢ Koragas,  vetars,  

maravars were the 
large population in south.

➢ Bhils  in western and 
central India, gonds  in 
great numbers – 
Chhattisgarh, M.P, 
Maharashtra's and A.P.

kol is
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Gonds of M.P Bhils OF  GUJRAT
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People Lived

➢ Nomadic pastoralist moved over 
long distances with their animals, 
lived on milk,  exchange wool,  

ghee etc . With settled 
agriculturist for 

grain,cloth,utensils etc.

➢ They bought and sold those 
goods, moved one place to 
another and transport their 
animals also.

Travel  from place  to  place
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➢Utensils

➢Grains

➢cloths
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Important box
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Peter  Mundy ENGL ISH  

TRADER  IN  IND IA  DUR ING 

17 TH CENT  DESCR IBED  

THEM THAT  THEY  TRAVEL  

FROM PLACE  TO  

PLACE ,CARRY GRA IN  IN  

TANDA  W ITH  THE IR  

OXEN .DONT  WORK  IN  COLD  

WEATHER  (ONLY  5  TO  6  

M I LES)BUY IN  CHEAP ,SELL  

IN  DEARER  COST .eV
idy
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➢ Banjaras  were most important 
traders nomads,  the ir caravans 

was called Tanda.

➢ Allauddin khalj i  used the banjaras 
to transport grain to the city markets.

➢ Jahangir  wrote in his memoirs 
(historical account)of them carrying 
grain in bullocks to sold in towns.

➢ They transport food grain for Mughal 
army during military operation(1  lakh 

bullocks carrying grains)eV
idy

art
hi
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Banjarasthe ir caravans was called Tanda
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transport food grain for Mughal army 
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❖Many tribes reared and sold 
animals i.e. cattle,  horses
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➢ (petty peddlers road village to village to sell 
coarse sacks,  straw mattl ing,ropes  etc.) 
also performs in different towns.
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Changing Society:  New Castes 
and Hierarchies

➢ As needs of society grew, people with new 
skills were required smaller caste or jatis 
emerges in varna(new caste appeared amongst 

brahmanas)
➢ Status of separated jatis were given to -

carpenters,art isans,smiths,masons.

➢ New kshatriyas and raj puts clans became 
powerful in 11 th and 12 th centeV

idy
art

hi
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different lineage – 
hunas,chandelas

,chalukyas  etc.
➢ Many clans came to 

be regarded as 
Rajput used their 
wealth to create 
powerful states, 
replaced other 
rulers(esp. 

Agricultural areas)

Powerful in  11  and 12 th cent.
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Belonged to d ifferent l ineage(CHALUKYAS,HUNAS,  CHANDALAS)

eV
idy

art
hi

https://www.evidyarthi.in/



CLASS VII CHAPTER 5 TRIBES, NOMADS AND SETTLED COMMUNITIES
www.evidyarthi.in➢ Many tribes became part of caste 

system with support of brahmans 
(only leading tribe could join the 
ruling class)

➢ A large majority joined lower jatis 
of caste societies, many tribes i.e. 
Punjab and north west 

adopted Islam quite  early .
➢ They didn’t accept the order 

prescribed by the Hindu 

orthodox (in these areas it was 
not acceptable)eV

idy
art
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Punjab and north west adopted Islam
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north west H indu orthodox
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➢ Live in vast forest Gondwana 
‘’country inhabited by 

gonds’ ’ .

➢ They practice shifting 
cultivation divided into many 
smaller clans. Each clan had 
its own raja or rai .

➢ After Delhi sultans declined 
many gond kingdoms were 
dominating many villages eV

idy
art

hi
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➢ Ex - Akbar Nama mentioned gond kingdom of 
graha Katanga acquire 70,0000 villages.  
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into garh controlled by 
gond clan, further divided 
into villages called 
chaurasi , again 
subdivided into barhots 

(12 v i llages each )
➢ Brahmanas started 

receiving land grant and 
became influencial,the 
gond chiefs now want to 
addressed as raj puts.eV

idy
art
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➢ For ex - Aman das 
the gond raja of 
garha Katanga got 
title of Sangram 

shah,  his son dalpat 
married 
durgawati(daughter 

of salbawan – 
Chandel Rajput 

raja of  mahoba )
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durgawati started ruling in 
behalf of his 5yrs old son 
Bir  narain ( kingdom 
became extensive)

➢ In 1565 Mughal forces of 
asal khan attacked 
garha Katanga , she was 
defeated and died with 
her son soon after didn’t 
surrender)eV

idy
art

hi
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➢ Garha Katanga was rich 
with wealth by exporting 
elephants, Mughals captured 
precious coins and 

elephants from there.
➢ After annexing the kingdom 

Mughals Granted the rest to 
Chandra shah B ir  narain 
uncle, they became weaker 
and later fall after coming 
stronger forces like 
Marathas and bundelas.

Exporter of elephants
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➢ Ahom's migrated to 
Brahmaputra valley (present 

day Myanmar ) in 13th cent. 
They created a new state by 
suppressing the older political 
system of Bhuiyan's (landlords)

➢ During the 16th cent. They 
annexed kingdoms of 
chhutiyas (1523)and Koch 

hoja (1582) and many other 
tribes. eV

idy
art
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from the south west. in 1662 
Mughals under mir jumla 
attacked Ahom's 

k ingdoms , Ahom's were 
defeated but Mughal 
control over the region 
couldn't last long.

➢ Ahom's state depended 
upon forced labour, those 
who are forced to work for 
state were called paiks.

Forced labour called  pa iks
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➢ Each villages had to 
send a number of 
paiks by rotation. 
People from 

heavily populated 

were shifted to 

less populated 

places.
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➢ Almost all males served in the 
army during wars,  bu ild ing 

dams, irr igat ion system, 

publ ic works .(also 
introduced new method of 
rice cult ivation )

➢ Ahom society was divided into 
clans or khels with very 
few caste of artisans (came 
from other kingdoms) king 
cannot take land of villagers 
without community consent.

rice cult ivation
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tribal gods but in the 17 th 

cent, Influence of brahmans 
increased.in reign of Sib 

S ingh (1714-1744) Hinduism 
became prominent religion. 
But Ahom's didn’t gave up 
their traditions.

❑ There society was very 
sophisticated.

➢ Scholars were g iven 

land grants.eV
idy

art
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➢ Theatres was 

encouraged.

➢ Sanskrit( important 

work) was 

translated into 

many languages

➢ Historical work 

known as buranj is  

f irst written in  

Ahom other in 

assamese.  

Sanskrit translation in different lang.
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➢ Social changes took 
places In the 
subcontinent gradually.

➢ Both tribal and varna 

based societies interacted 

to each other.

➢ Some merged with caste 
based society and some 
rejected the Hinduism 

orthodox.eV
idy

art
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➢ Some tribes 
established well 

organized 

administrat ion,  

became pol it ically 

powerful  that 
bought them into 
conflict with large 

kingdoms and 

empires.
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Important box
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➢ B est  k n o w n  pastor al  tr i b e  

we r e  M o n g o ls ,  i n h a b i ted  

g r as s l an ds  i n  c e n tr a l  As i a  

a n d  fo r ested  a r ea  i n  

n o rt h , R uss i a , easter n  

E u rope ,ch i na , un i ted  Tu rk i sh  

a n d  M o n g o l  to g et h er ,  h av e  

we l l  o rga n i z ed  m i l i tar y  a n d  

a d m i n i str at i v e  system  w i t h  

d i f f er e n t  e t h n i c  g ro ups .
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