
CLASS IX CHAPTER 10 KATHMANDU (NCERT)

www.evidyarthi.in

I. Answer these questions in one or 
two words or in short phrases.

Question 1. Name the two 
temples the author visited in 
Kathmandu.

Answer: Pashupatinath and 
Baudhnath Stupa 
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Question 2. The writer 
says, “All this I wash down 
with Coca Cola.” What does 
‘all this’ refer to?

Answer: Com-on-
the-cob and marzipan.
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Question 3.What does 
Vikram Seth compare to the 
quills of a porcupine?

Answer: The flutes tied 
on the top of the flute 
seller’s pole.
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Question 4. Name five 
kinds of flutes.

Answer: The reed 
neh, the recorder, the 
Japanese shakuhachi, 
the deep bansuri, the 
breathy flutes of South 
America, the high 
pitched Chinese flutes.eV
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paragraph.

Question 1. What difference 
does the author note between the 
flute seller and the other hawkers?
Answer: The author finds a 
difference in selling the articles. The flute 
seller does not shout out his wares. He 
makes a sale in a curiously offhanded way 
as if this was incidental to his enterprise.eV
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Question 2.What is the 
belief at Pashupatinath about 
the end of Kaliyug?

Answer: People believe 
that when a small shrine 
emerges fully on Bagwati river, 
the goddess inside will escape, 
and the evil period of the 
Kalyug will end on earth.
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not more than 100-150 words each.

Question 1. Compare and contrast the 
atmosphere in and around the Baudhnath 
shrine with the Pashupatinath temple.
Answer: At Pashupatinath there is 
an atmosphere of ‘febrile confusion’. 
Priests, hawkers, devotees, tourists, 
cows, monkeys, pigeons and dogs roam 
through the grounds. Priest were so 
busy and people were pushed aside.eV
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 At the Baudhnath stupa, the 
Buddhist shrine of Kathmandu, 
there is a sense of stillness. Its 
immense white dome is ringed by 
a road. Small shops stand on its 
outer edge. Most of the shops are 
owned by Tibetan immigrants. 
There are no crowds and this is a 
heaven of quietness in the busy 
streets around.eV
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Question 2. How does 
the author describe 
Kathmandu’s busiest streets?

Answer: The author says that 
Kathmandu is vivid, mercenary, 
religious, with small shrines to 
flower-adorned deities along the 
narrowest and busiest streets. 
There are fruit sellers, flute sellers, 
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hawkers of postcards, shops selling 

western cosmetics, film rolls and 
chocolate or copper utensils and 
Nepalese antiques. Film songs 
blare out from the radios, car horns 
sound, bicycle bells ring, stray cows 
low, vendors shout out their wares. 
The author buys a com-on- the-cob 
roasted in a charcoal brazier on the 
pavement. He also buys coca cola 
and orange drink.eV
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drawn into the commonality of all mankind.” 
Why does the author say this?

Answer: The author says this because he is 
aware of the fact that music appeals to senses. 
It gives pleasure to every listener. The flute 
seller does not sell only one kind of flute.
He has various types of flutes that represent 
different customs and culture. The flute 
seller is a wise sales person. Mankind does 
have multiple appearances and shapes.eV
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Music soothes everyone’s 
heart irrespective of their 
caste, color and creed. So 
the author says that to hear 
any flute is to be drawn into 
the commonality of all 
mankind.
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Question 1. Use the suffixes -ion or -tion
to form nouns from the following verbs. Make 
the necessary changes in the spellings of the 
words.

 Cremate __________
 Act_________
 Exhaust______________ 

Grammar

 Invent______
 Tempt_________eV
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 Immigrate_______
 Direct ______
 Meditate _____
 Imagine _____
 Dislocate _____
 Associate _____
 Dedicate ______
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 Cremation
 Action
 Exhaustion
 Invention
 Temptation
 Immigration
 Direction

Answer:

 Meditation
 Imagination
 Dislocation
 Association
 Dedication
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Question 2. Now fill in the blanks with 
suitable words from the ones that you have 
formed.

1. Mass literacy was possible only after 
the of the ……….. printing machine.

2. Ramesh is unable to tackle the 
situation as he lacks ………..
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4. Hard work and ……….. are the main keys 
to success.

5. The children were almost fainting with 
……….. after being made to stand in the 
sun.

3. I could not resist the ……….. to 
open the letter.
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Answer: 

1. invention,
2. imagination, 
3. temptation, 
4. dedication, 
5. exhaustion.
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