CHAPTER 2

SOCIAL CHANGE AND SOCIAL ORDER IN
RURAL AND URBAN SOCIETY

Points To Remember
» Social change refers to changes in structure and culture of the society.
* Changes can be both intensive and extensive.

Types of So¢cial Change

v v v v
On Basis of Beliefs and Structural Cultural
Pace Values Change Change

» Darwin proposed the theory of evolution and emphasized on the 'survival
of the fittest'.

+ Darwin's theory of evolution has been adapted to the social world and
termed as 'social Darwinism', a theory that emphasised the importance of
adaptive change.

* In contract to evolution, revolutionary change is quick, sudden and
overthrows the existing system. Example French Revolution.

+ Changesinvalues and beliefs can also lead to social change.

* Onthe basis of pace social change may be Evolutionary(Darwin's theory)
or Revolutionary (French revolution)

+ Changesinideas, values and beliefs also lead to social change

» Industrialization and urbanization have led to change in the structure of the
society.

+ Sanskritisation and Westernization have brought change inits culture.

Causes of Social Change

Causes of Social Change

Internal External

Indigenous Endogenous Exogenous

(Source lies within the nation (Source is from outside the
e.g. Sanskritisation) nation e.g. Westernisation)

* Five broad types of sources of causes of social change: Change are
environmental, technological, economic, political and cultural.
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(a) Environment : Nature, ecology and the physical environmentand its
influence on the structure and shape of society.

(b) Technology and economy : Technology along with economic
change has been responsible for immense social changes, for e.g.,
Industrial revolution.

(c) Politics : Political forces have been the most important causes of
social change, for e.g., history of warfare.

- India's struggle for Independence.
- Nepal's rejections of monarchy.
- Biggest political change of history: universal adult franchise.

(d) Culture : Ideas, values beliefs are important in shaping people's life.
Changes in their beliefs help to transform society.

- Women's struggle for equality.
* No single factor can account for social change. Causes of social change
are often inter-related. Pace of change in modern and contemporary times
is much faster than before.

Counter culture :- Counter are protests against or refusal to conform to

prevalent social norms. Eg - Youth rebellion

The content of this protest may involve anything from hairstyles and clothing

fashions to language or lifestyle.

» Social order : refers to active maintenance and reproduction of particular
pattern of social relations and of values and norms.

* Ways of achieving order:
(@) When people spontaneously wish to abide by a set of rules & norms.
(b) When people are compelled in various ways to obey norms.

» Authority : is defined by Max Weber as legitimate power - that is, power
considered to be justified or proper, e.g. authority of a teacher, a police
officer, etc.

Traditional
Power legitimized by respect for long-established cultural patterns.
Eg.:- Ruling Families of Mewar, in Rajasthan (India)

Types of Authority

Rational Legal Charismatic

Also known as bureaucratic authority, is Power legitimized by extraordinary

when power is legitimized by legally personal abilities that inspire devotion
enacted rules and regulations such as and obedience. Examples in this
governments. Eg. Government officials regard can be NT Rama Rao, a

wield this type of authority in most matinee idol, who went on to become

countries of the world. Bureaucracies one of the most powerful Chief

are the result of this type of authority. Ministers of Andhra Pradesh.
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* Law : is an explicity codified norm or rule. It is usually written down, and
there are laws that specify how laws are to be made or changed. Laws
apply to all citizens of a country.

» Contestation : refers to broad forms of insistent disagreement. It includes
dissent or protest againstlaws or lawful authorities.

+ Crime :is an act that violates an existing law. The moral worth of the act is
not determined solely by the fact that it violates existing law. If the existing
law is believed to be unjust, e.g. a person may claim to be breaking moral
reason, e.g. when Mahatma Gandhi broke the salt law, he was committing
acrime.

* Violence : is the enemy of social order, and an extreme form of
contestation that transgresses not only the law, but important social
norms. Violence in society is the product of social tensions. It is also a
challenge to the authority of the state.

Social Order and Social Change in villages, Town and City:

» Villages emerged as part of the major changes in social structure brought
about by the transition form nomadic ways of life based on hunting,
gathering food and transient agriculture to a more settled form of life.

* Investmentinland and technological innovations in agriculture created the
possibility of producing surplus.

» Advanced division of labour created the need for occupational specialisation.
* All these changes together shaped the emergence of the village as a
population settlement based on a particular form of social organisation.

Distinction between villages and cities:

» Villages - significant proportion of its population is involved in agriculture
activities, low density of population as compared to cities and towns.

« City - Majority of people engaged in non-agriculture pursuits. Population
density i.e. (the number of persons per unit over, such as square km) is
higherthan villages.

Social order and social Change in Rural Areas:

 Change is slower to arrive in villages than in towns because of
personalised relationships and as traditional social practices are stronger.

* New modes of communication has accelerated the pace of change in villages.

* Landreforms have altered the structure of land ownership.

» Changes in the technological organisation of agriculture also has a large
and immediate impact on rural society.

* Sudden fluctuations in agricultural prices, droughts or floods can cause
havocinrural society.

» Large scale development programmes aimed at the rural people can also
have an enormous impact e.g. National Rural Employment Gurantee Act
of 2005.
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Social Order and Social Change in Urban Areas:

» Urbanism as a way of life for large segments of the population is a modern
Phenomenon.

» Citylife and modernity go very well together.

» City fosters the development of group identities, based on factors like race,
religion, ethnicity etc.

» High population density places a great premium on SPACE and creates
very complex problems of logistics.

« City life presents formidable challenges of planning, implementation and
maintenance.

»  Shortage of housing for the poor leads to homelessness and the phenomenon
of'street people'. Itis also the leading cause for the emergence of slums.

* People live in cities is based on socio-cultural identities. Creation of
ghettoes through the conversion of mixed composition neighourhoods into
single community neighbourhoods (ghettosiation) is common in cities all
over the world.

» City centres are experiencing a revival in many major western cities as
attempts are made to regenerate community life. A related phenomenon
'gentrification’ which refers to the conversion of a previously lower class
neighbourhood into a middle and upper class one.

* Changes in modes of mass transport may also bring about significant
social change in cities.

TERMS AND CONCEPTS

1. Customs Duties, Tariffs: Taxes imposed on goods entering or leaving a
country, which increase its price and make it less competitive relative to
domestically produced goods.

2. Dominant Castes: Term attributed to M.N. Srinivas; refers to landowning
intermediate castes that are numerically large and therefore enjoy political
dominance in a given region.

3. Gated Communities: Urban localities (usally upper class or affluent)
sealed off from its surroundings by fences, walls and gates, with controlled
entry and exit.

4. Gentrification: An The term used to describe the conversion of low class
(urban) neighbourhood into a middle or upper-class neighbourhood.

5. Ghetto, Ghettoisation: Originally from the term used for the locality
where Jews lived in medieval European cities, today refers to any
neighbourhood with a concentration of is the process of creation of
ghettoes through the conversion of mixed composition neighbourhoods
into single community neighbourhoods.

6. Legitimation: The process of making legitimate, or the grounds on which
something is considered legitimate, i.e., proper, just, right etc.

7. Mass Transit: Modes of fast city transport for large numbers.
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2 MARKS QUESTIONS
What do you understand by the term social change?
What are the sources of social change?
Give the meaning of the term evolution.
Who proposed the theory of 'survival of the fittest'?
What is revolutionary change?
Give any two examples of revolutionary change.
Give examples of technological revolution.
What is cultural change?
What do you understand by 'universal adult franchise'?
. What is social order?
. What are laws?
. Give the meaning of the term 'gentrification’'.
. What is counter-culture?
. What do you understand by the term 'legitimation'?
. What do you understand by the term 'ghettosiation"?

4 MARKS QUESTIONS
1. Distinguish between evolutionary and revolutionary forms of social
change.

2. Nature, ecology and physical environment has significant influence on the
structure and shape of society. Discuss.

Explain how Social order is maintained.

Give the distinction between village, town and city.

'Authority is defined by legitimate power.' Explain.

Explain dominant castes with examples.

How do changes in values and beliefs lead to social changes?
Whatis the role of politics in bringing about social change?

6 MARKS QUESTIONS
Briefly explain the causes of social change.
How is authority related to domination and the law?
Discuss social order and social change in rural areas.
What are the challenges to social order in urban areas?

Define Authority. Explain the different types of authority with suitable
examples.
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HOTS
* Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)

(1) Are gated communities a common feature of Urban areas -
Comment.
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