English-8

3. Measure For Measure

All of us have scissors and blade at home. Yet we go to the barber

to get a haircut. Why? Discuss.
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Krishna Devaraya
was known for his
patronage of poets and
scholars. He was
equally fond of fine arts.
Once he came to know
about a brilliant artist
named Raja Varma. He
invited Raja Varma to
the court and asked him

to draw his portrait.

The king was
very pleased with the
artist when his portrait
was ready. In the
portrait, the majestic and
handsome king seemed
to have come alive
within the frame.

Do you think that the
king rewarded him?

Apart from this
portrait, Raja Varma
drew images of famous characters from Puranas, of men and women, and so on. He
became well known for his skills. He became close and dear to the king.

Overwhelmed by joy, Krishna Devaraya called the artist and asked him what he
wanted. When Raja Varma did not reply, the king, on the spur of a generous impulse,

rewarded him with chief ministership.

Raja Varma will prove to be a very good Chief Minister." Give your comments.
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Though Raja Varma was a good man and a brilliant artist, he had no experience
whatsoever, of administration. Soon everything was thrown into disorder because of
his hasty decisions and bad management of the state affairs. Though people were
unhappy about his administration, they did not dare to complain to the king because
the king was very fond of him.

The elders of the town finally approached and sought Tenali Raman's help in
getting rid of the new and inept Chief Minister.

Tenali Raman assured them, "I shall soon find a harmless way to remove the
artist from the chief ministership."

After a few weeks, Tenali Raman invited the king, the queens and some courtiers
to his house for lunch. Meanwhile, he found a very good carpenter and put him on the
job of preparing a grand feast for the king.

The king and others sat for lunch and at Tenali Raman's order, the carpenter
began serving them. As soon as they put the first morsel of food in their mouths, the
people began to request for water again and again.

Soon after tasting the food, the king realized that the food was badly cooked
and was unbearably hot. He was angry.

"Raman, who has cooked this food? Do you want us all to suffer and die by
eating this horrible food?"

In his usual humble way Tenali Raman said, "I beg Your Majesty's forgiveness."
Then he showed the carpenter to the king. "I have never come across such an excellent
carpenter and I have put him on the job of cooking the lunch for today's feast."

The king began laughing loudly. "Have you lost all sense, Raman? A good
carpenter should be employed to work on wood but not on food. How did you get
this funny idea?"

Tenali Raman asked the king, "Lord! If an artist can become a Chief Minister,
can't a carpenter become a cook?"

Did the king become angry when he heard this?

The king at once understood that Tenali Raman got a carpenter to cook the food
to make him realize his error in making Raja Varma the Chief Minister.

The king was saved from the embarrassment of removing Raja Varma from the
post because when Raja Varma came to know about the awkward incident at Raman's
house, he immediately resigned from his post.

Later Raja Varma told Tenali Raman that he was happy to remain an artist!
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Word Meanings
brilliant extremely good / highly intelligent
portrait picture or sketch
majestic royal, very grand
prominent famous/noticeable, easily seen
impulse sudden wish to do something
reward an award or a prize in return for services
disorder confusion or mess
hasty quick
fond of liking somebody or something very much
assure promise
grand impressive
morsel a small quantity of food
horrible unpleasant, feeling of dislike
humble simple
courteous polite
awkward uncomfortable
genius great powers of thought, skill and imagination
spur an event that encourages action
chaos disorder, confusion
approached came near
sumptuous grand, expensive
generous readiness to give, kindness
inept unable to do work properly, unfit, unsuitable

Reading Comprehension

A. Tick (\/) the correct answer:

(1) Who was invited to draw the King's Portrait ?

(a) Tenali Raman (b) Carpenter
(c) Raja Varma (d) Elders of the town
(1) What did the artist get as a reward ?
(a) Money (b) Praise
(c) Chiefministership (d) Kingdom
(i11) The artist's administration made the people of the kingdom :-
(a) Happy (b) Unhappy
(c) Satisfied (d) Pleased
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B. Answer the following questions:

(1) Why were the people unhappy with Raja Varma's administration?

(1) What was Tenali Raman's plan to remove the artist from his new job ?

(1) Why did Tenali Raman ask a carpenter to cook food for his feast ?

(iv) What does the title 'Measure for Measure' mean ?

Vocabulary

A Choose the most suitable phrase that will help to complete the sentence:

all senses, come across, close and near, suffer and die, unbearably hot

(1) The food was ................... :

LESE2K

B Match the following:

(1 Raja Verma became ...............

(1) Doyouwantusto...................

to the king.

by eating this horrible food.
(iv) T have never ........cc....... such an excellent carpenter.

(v) The king asked Raman whether he had lost

A B
1. A king's support to someone. (a) chiefminister
2. Things are in a mess. (b) brilliant
3. When a person is not doing his job well. (c) patronage
4. Something that you would want when (d) incompetent
you are hungry
5. A word you would want to use for (¢) morsel
someone who is very good at studies.
6. A person who looks after the administration (f) disorder
of a state.

C Frame your own sentences using these words:

brilliant prominent horrible

portrait reward grand
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Activity

(A) Listen to the passage and do the exercise:
See Appendix-1 Lesson-3
a. Put (V) or (X) in the boxes:

(1) Sheikh Mohammad was a clerk at the Mumbai
Churchgate railway station

(1) Hanif saw a purse lying at the gate.
(11) He opened the bag in his house.

(iv) The bag contained the following things :-
(@) Cheques worth $ 25000
(b) Cash of § 50,000
(c) Dubai passport
(d) camcorder
(e) cellphone

(p) two watches

(v) Ashraf wanted to give a reward of $ 40,000

oottt o

b. Write the names of the places that you listened to :
(1) 2)

B. Work in groups. Complete the dialogue and discuss it with your group:

Hints- (Why not/Sure!/l am sorry!/Me?/Oh!/ No!/Wow!/I can't believe it! No
way! Pardon me, sir...)

Tenali Raman :  Somu, you are indeed a very good carpenter. I am sure you
will cook equally well. I want you to prepare a great feast

for the king.
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