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 IMPORTANT QUESTION CLASS – 11 POLITICAL
 SCIENCE CHAPTER- 5 LEGISLATURE 

Question 1.

 
What is the main function of the Legislature in the modern state?

 
Answer:

 
Legislatures of modem state perform the following functions whatever may be the forms

of government:

1. Discussion, debate, and deliberations on public issues.

2. Legislative function:- Enactment of law is the primary function of legislation.

3. Financial functions:- Legislatures control the expenditure. The executive cannot

spend even a single penny without the approval of the Legislature.

4. Executive functions:- Executive is controlled by the legislature by different methods.

5. Constitutional amendment functions

6. Judicial functions.

7. Electoral functions

8. Emergency powers.

9. Miscellaneous functions

Question 2.

 
Discuss the compositions of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

 
Answer:

 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha are two houses of the Indian Parliament. Lok Sabha is the

Lower house and Rajya Sabha is the upper house. Lok Sabha has a maximum capacity of

550 members which are elected by the people by direct elections. A person of a minimum

of 25 years of age can be a member of the Lok Sabha. Every person 18 years of age is

eligible to cast his vote in this election.

Rajya Sabha is a permanent house and cannot be dissolved Every member enjoys the

tenure of 6 years. Its one-third of members are retired after every second year and new

members are elected by the respective state assembly by a single transferable vote system.

Its total strength is 250 members out of where 238 members are elected and the rest 12

members are nominated by the President of India. To become a member of the Rajya

Sabha one should be a member of a minimum of 30 years of age. Vice President of India

acts as ex-officio Chairman Parliament of Rajya Sabha and conducts its meetings.

Question 3.

 
What are the main functions of the Lok Sabha speaker?

 
Answer:

 
The speaker of Lok Sabha performs the following functions:
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1. To preside over the meetings of Lok Sabha.

2. To maintain discipline and decorum in the house

3. To allow the introductions of the bill in the house.

4. To decide the nature of the bill

5. To interpret the rules of the house

6. To constitute different committees.

7. To safeguard the privilege of the member of the parliament and house itself.

8. To refer the bills to different committees.

9. To conduct the business of the house and decide the term of the speakers.

10. To exercise the casting vote in case of a tie on a bill.

Question 4.

 
How the parliament exercises control over the executive?

 
Answer:

 
The Parliament exercises administrative and financial control as the executive in the

following ways:

1. It discusses, debate and make a public opinion on different policy matters of the

executive.

2. It molds the decisions of the government.

3. It controls the arbitrariness of the government.

4. Executive can not make any expedition without the approval of the Parliament

5. The executive has to give the report of expenditure before the Parliament.

Question 5.

 
Write main functions of Parliament.

 
Answer:

 
Parliament performs the following functions:-

1. It discusses the issues of public importance

2. It makes laws.

3. It discusses, approves, and passes the budget.

4. It exercises control on the executive.

5. Parliament members take part in the election of President and Vice-President.

6. Parliament makes amendments in the Constitution.

7. Parliament brings and listens and passes the improvement against the President,

Vice-Present, and judges of Supreme court and High Courts.

8. Parliament approves the decision of declaration of emergency.

Question 6.

 
Tell the areas in which Rajya Sabha has equal powers.

 
Answer:

 
Rajya Sabha enjoys equal powers with Lok Sabha in the following areas:

1. In discussion and debate on the issues of public interest and to help in making a

public opinion.
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2. In the area of a constitutional amendment, Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha have equal

power. No amendment bill will become Act until and unless it is passed by both

houses separately. Amendment bill can be introduced in either house of Parliament.

3. In judicial matters also Lok sabha and Rajya sabha have equal powers as Lok Sabha

and Rajya Sabha can initiate impeachment proceedings against the President, Vice

President, and judges of the Supreme court and High court.

4.  Rajya Sabha has also emergency powers which it shares with Lok Sabha.

Question 7.

 
Write the various steps in the Lawmaking process.

 
Answer:

 
Followings are various stages in the law-making process:

1. Preparation of the bills

2. Introduction of the bill in either House (First reading)

3. Second Reading

4. Committee stage

5. Report stage

6. Introduction of the bill in the second house.

7. President’s assent.

Question 8.

 
Name the states which have a bicameral legislature and how bicameral

legislature can be introduced.

 
Answer:

 
The following five states have bicameral legislature:

1. Uttar Pradesh

2. Bihar

3. Jammu & Kashmir

4. Maharashtra.

5. Karnataka

The Upper house in a state can be withdrawn or introduced at the request of the

concerned state by constitutional amendment

Question 9.

 
Differentiate between

 
1. Government bilk and Private member bill

 
2. Ordinary bill and a money bill

 
3. Private bill and ordinary bill

 
Answer:

1. Government billAll the bills; which are introduced by the ministers are called

Government bill while bills which are introduced by ordinal members are called

private member bill.
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2. Ordinary bills and money billAll the bills which are dealing with income and

expenditure are called money bills and all other rum-money bills are called ordinary

bills.

3. Private bill and an ordinary bill:-The bill that is related to a particular area, person a

group is a private bill, and a bill that is related to the common general public is

known as the General bill.

Question 10.

 
Discuss the powers and decline of the Indian Parliament.

 
Answer:

 
We have supremacy of the Constitution. Indian Parliament is the product of the

constitution. It is the most powerful institution. Due to the Parliamentary system of

Government, the power and prestige of the Parliament are further increased. Parliament

is the representative of the people. It performs deliberative functions and makes a public

opinion by enlightening discussion and debate. Parliament is called the soul of the people.

Parliament exercises control on the executive by a number of methods which are as under

1. Deliberations and discussion on the policies of the Government

2. Approval on the refusal of Laws.

3. Financial control on the executive

4. No-confidence motion against the Government

The executive is responsible to Parliament for every omission and commission. They are

accountable to the people through the Parliament. The government cannot make any

expenditure without the approval of Parliament. Parliament can remove even the

President, Vice President, and judges from their offices by means of impeachment. The

executive is the order of declaration of Emergency cannot last long without the approval

of the Indian Parliament within a specific period.

Over the years the powers and prestige of Parliament are on the decline. The sitings of the

Parliament are reduced. The atmosphere of the Parliament is polluted by ugly sums.

Allegations and counter-allegations are exchanged. Due to the criminalization of politics,

people of criminal backgrounds have entered Parliament. The commercialization of

politics has also polluted the atmosphere of Parliament.

Due to frequent disturbances, a lot of valuable time of parliament is wasted for which

people have to pay. The seriousness of the business of the house also is on the decline.

There is no doubt that houses of the parliament have been plagued by the absence of a

quorum, a boycott of sessions by members of opposition which deprive the house to

control the executive through discussion.
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