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we saw how 

women’s work in the home 

is not recognised as work. 

We also read how doing 

household work and taking
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care of family members is 

a full time job and there 

are no

at which it begins or 

ends. , 

we will look at
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and understand how 

some 

are seen to be more 

suitable for men than 

for . We will 

also learn about
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how women 

Getting 

an 

was, and still is, one 

way in which new 

opportunities were 

created for women. 
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will also briefly trace 

the different types of 

efforts made by the 

women’s movement to 

challenge 

in more recent years.
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➢A lot of people feel 
that women are fit 
only for certain kinds 

of jobs as a nurse. 
They are not fit for 

jobs.

FEWER OPPORTUNITIES 
AND RIGID EXPECTATIONS 
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➢

do not get the 
same support

that boys do to 

to 
become doctors

and engineers.
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➢

, women 
are taught that after 
school they have to 
get married. 

however, 
broke this stereotype 
image when she 
became the first
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woman engine driver 
of the 

➢We live in a society

in which all children 
face pressures from 
the world around 
them.
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➢ Boys are 
to think 

about getting a job

that will pay a good 

salary. They are also 
and 

if they do not behave 
like other boys.
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➢It is for 
us to imagine that 
school and learning 
could be seen as 
“out of bounds” or 
not appropriate for 
some children.

LEARNING FOR CHANGE 
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➢ , 
the skill of reading

and writing were 
known to only a 
few. Most children 
learnt the work 
their families or 

elders did.
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➢In 
that sons 
to read and write, 

daughters were not 

allowed to learn the 
alphabet. Even in 
the families where 
skills like pottery, 

weaving and craft
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were taught, the 

of daughters and 
women was only 
seen as supportive.
➢ Earlier, there was 

lots of opposition 
to educating girls. 
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many 
new ideas about 
education and
learning emerged, 
school became 
more common 
and those whose
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never 
learnt reading and 

writing have started 
sending their children 
to school.
➢ In the , 

championed the 
cause of women’s
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education.

➢

learnt English

from her elder brother 
and an elder sister in 
spite of family opposition 
and went on to become a 
famous writer.
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➢

was a housewife from a 

rich landlord’s family. 
At that time, it was 

believed that if a woman 

to read and 

write, she would

CLASS VII CHAPTER 5 WOMEN CHANGE THE WORLD (NCERT)

https://www.evidyarthi.in/eV
idy

art
hi



CLASS VII CHAPTER 5 WOMEN CHANGE THE WORLD (NCERT)
www.evidyarthi.in

https://www.evidyarthi.in/eV
idy

art
hi



bring bad luck to 

her husband and 

become a widow. 

About 

, at the age of 

60, she wrote her 

in Bangla. 
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www.evidyarthi.inHer book titled 

is the first 

known 

autobiography

written by an 

Indian woman.
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➢ both boys and 
girls attend school in large 
numbers. 
➢There still remain 

differences between the 
of boys and 

girls.

CLASS VII CHAPTER 5 WOMEN CHANGE THE WORLD (NCERT)
SCHOOLING AND EDUCATION TODAY 
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➢According to the 

about 40 per cent of 
all boys and men (7 
years old and above) 
were literate

compared to just 15 

per cent of all 
.
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➢In the most recent 

these figures have 
to 82 per 

cent for boys and men, 
and 65 per cent for 
girls and women.
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➢The percentage of the male 

group is 
than the female group. 

➢

leave school at a rate that 
is higher than the category 
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The 
also 

found that Muslim

girls are less 

likely, than Dalit

and Adivasi girls, 
to complete
primary school.
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➢Women have 
individually and 
collectively

struggled to bring 
about 

(campaign, solidarity, 

raising awareness will 

be all in one )

WOMEN’S MOVEMENT 
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This is called the 
Women’s 

Movement.

➢ Many men 

the women’s 

movement as 
well.
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➢ Individual women and 
women’s organisations

From different parts of the 
are part of the 

movement.
➢ Different strategies have 

been used to spread 

awareness, 
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discrimination and 
seek justice.
➢ We will 

some of the 
glimpses in the 

next video.
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➢ have 
also led to new laws 
being passed. A law 
was made 
for those who face 
physical and mental 

violence within 
their , 

CAMPAIGNING
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also called 

➢ Supreme Court 
formulated 
guidelines 

to protect 
women against 
sexual harassment

at the
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workplace, educational 

institutions etc..
➢ 1980’s

women’s groups 
across the country

spoke out against 

— cases of young
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brides murdered 

by their in-laws, 
husbands, for 
more 
They came on 
the streets, 

approaching the 

courts, media etc.
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this became a 
in 

the newspapers 
and society, and the 
dowry laws were 
changed to punish 

families who seek 
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(20th May, 1961)

1.Penalty for giving or taking 
dowry.
2.Penalty for demanding dowry.
3.Agreement for giving or taking 
dowry to be void.
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➢ The 

message has been 
spread through 
street plays, 

songs and public 

meetings.

RAISING AWARENESS 
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➢ The 

raises its voice 
when 
violations

against women 
take place.

PROTESTING
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SHOWING SOLIDARITY 

The 
is 

also about 
showing unity 

with other 
women and 
causes.
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