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➢ Arab geographer – (al-idrist)-
created a map of Indian 
subcontinent.

➢ Another one was created by French

cartographer (both were different)
➢ Maps always changes according  to 

the subcontinent.
➢ Maps were used by European sailors 

and merchants on their voyages.
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➢ Historians read maps, 

real documents, 

texts very sensitively 
because of the past 
context.

➢ we will read about the 
following thousand 
years, from roughly 700 

to 1750.
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➢ Historians used variety of 
languages which have change 
constantly over the years. 

➢ Medieva l  Pers ian  is different 
from Modern  Pers ian . The 
difference is not just with 
regard to Grammar and
Vocabu lary ; the meanings of 
words also change over time.
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➢ Take the term “Hindustan”, for example. 

Today we understand it as “Ind ia ” .
➢ When the term was used in the 

thirteenth century by Minha j- i-S i ra j , a 
chronicler who wrote in Persian, meant 
the areas of Punjab ,  Haryana , lands 
between the Ganga  and  Yamuna .  

➢ in the early 1 6 th century  Babur  used 
Hindustan to describe the geography, 
the fauna and the culture of the 
inhabitants of the subcontinent.
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➢ poet Amir  Khusrau used the 

word “Hind” in the 

➢ . 
➢ Historians have to be 

careful about the terms 
they use because they 
meant different things in 
the past. 

➢ Foreigner -
perdesi ,ajnabi ,gore.

➢ It means different to others.
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➢ Historians use different types of 
sources to learn about the past.

➢ Many historians still rely on co ins , 

inscr ip t ions , arch i t ec ture and t ex tua l  
records for information.

➢ textual records increased dramatically. They 
slowly displaced other types of available 
information. paper  gradual ly  became 
cheaper  and  more  wide ly  ava i lab le . 
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➢ People used it to write ho ly  t ex ts ,  

chron ic les  o f  ru lers ,  l e t t ers  and  t each ings  
o f  sa in ts ,  pe t i t i ons  and  jud ic ia l  records ,  
registers of accounts and taxes. 

➢ Manuscripts were collected by weal thy  
people ,  ru lers ,  monas ter ies  and  t emples .

➢ They were placed in l i brar i es  and  
arch ives .

➢ These manuscripts and documents provide 
a lot of detailed information to historians, 
also difficult to use.
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They can 

collect 

manuscripts 
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archives l ibrary
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➢ Printing press was 

absent so scribes used 

to copy it  by hand.  

➢ As scribes copied 

manuscripts ,  they 
sometimes make certain 
mistake a word here or 
there that grew over a 
century.
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➢ Due to mistakes in 
many manuscripts 
and i t  was 

copied by other 

scribes also, it 
was hard for the 
historians to find 
the original 
manuscript. 
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➢ 14 th century chronicler 

Z iauddin Barani  wrote h is  

chronicle f irst in  1356 and 

another version two years 

later.  

➢ The two differ from each other 
but historians did not know 
about the existence of the first 
version until the 1 960s . It 
remained lost in large library 
collections
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➢ The study between 700  and  1 7 50  is a huge 
challenge to historians because of the variety 
of developments occurred over the period.

➢ new technologies came like Pers ian  whee l  o f  
i r r iga t i on ,  sp inn ing  whee l  in  weaving ,  
f i rearms  in  combat .

➢ New foods and beverages arrived in the 
subcontinent – pota toes ,  corn ,  ch i l i es ,  t ea  
and  co f fee .
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➢ Persian 

wheel 

➢ spinning 

wheel 

➢ f irearms
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– came along with people, 
brought ideas with them.

➢ it was a period of Economic ,

pol it ical ,  social and 
cultural changes.

➢ people travelled long distances 
in search of opportunity. 

➢ people who became important in 
this period were the Rajput's , a 
name derived from “Raja 

Putra”, the son of a ruler.
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➢ Between 8 th cent to 14 th  

cent . The term was applied on 
warriors,  armies,  soldiers,  

commanders (kshatriyas ).
➢ Rajput's were known for their 

sense of velour great and loyalty.
➢ Other groups of people such as 

the Marathas,  S ikhs,  Jats,  

Ahom's and Kayasthas also 
used the opportunities of the age 
to become politically important.
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ex tens ion  o f  agr i cu l ture  
started.

➢ Changes in their habitat 
forced many forest-dwellers 
to migrate, Others started 
tilling the land and became 
peasants. they gradually 
began to be influenced by 
regional markets,  

chieftains,  pr iests,  

monasteries and temples.
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➢ became part of large, societies, 

required to pay  taxes ,  o f f er  goods  
and  serv ices  to  l oca l  l ords .

➢ economic and social differences 
emerged amongst peasants, Some 
possessed productive land, others 
kept cattle 's,  art isanal work 

with agricultural.  

➢ people were grouped into jatis or 
sub-castes, ranked on the basis of 
their backgrounds, occupations. 
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Some purchase  l and  Some procure  cra f t
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➢ Jatis have their own 
rules and regulations 
to manage members 
enforced by an elders 
(panchayat ).

➢ Several villages were 
governed by a 
chieftain. Together 
they were only one 
small unit of a state. 
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➢ Large states like those of the Cho las , 

Tugh luqs  or  Mughals encompassed 
many regions.

➢ A Sanskr i t  prashas t i  praising the 
Delhi Sultan Ghiyasuddin Balban 

(1266-1287) ruler of a vast empire 
stretched from Bengal (east) to 
Ghazni in Afghanistan (west) and 
included all of south India. 

Sanskrit prashasti  
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Tugh luqs MughalsCho las
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➢ People of different regions –

Gauda ,  Andhra ,  Kera la ,  
Karnataka ,  Maharashtra  
and  Gu jara t  – apparently 
fled before his armies.

➢ By 700 many regions 
possessed distinct 
geographical dimensions and 
their own language and 
cultural characteristics.
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➢ There was considerable conflict 

between these states. 

➢ Occasionally dynasties like the 
Cholas,  Khal j is ,  Tughluqs 

and Mughals were able to 
build an empire that have 
diverse regions. Not all these 
empires were equally stable or 
successful. 

➢ Many regions were left with the 
legacies of the big and small 
states that had ruled over them.
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successful Not prosper
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➢ Many Regions were 
full of distinct and 
shared traditions: in 
the realms of 
governance , the 
management of the 
economy, el ite 

cultures ,  and 
language .  
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➢ The thousand years of history witnessed 
major developments in religious 
traditions. It was during this period that 
important changes occurred in what we 
call Hinduism today.

➢ Includes the worship of  new de it ies,  

construction of temples by 

royalty growing importance of 

Brahmanas,  pr iests,  as dominant 
groups in society.
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➢ Development 

in  tradit ion 

(Hinduism)
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Worship of  de it ies Making of temples
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➢ Their knowledge of Sanskr i t  

t ex ts earned the Brahmanas a 
lot of respect in society. Their 
dominant position was 
consolidated by the support of 
the ir patrons,  new rulers.

➢ One of the major developments of 
this period - idea of bhakti – of a 
loving,  personal de ity that 

devotees could reach without 

the a id of pr iests or 

elaborate r ituals.  
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➢ new religions also appeared in 

the subcontinent. Merchants and 
migrants brought teachings of 
holy Quran to India in the 17 th

century.

➢ Muslims regard Quran as their 
holy book and accept the 
sovereignty of one God, Allah ,  
whose love, mercy and bounty 
embrace all those who believe in 
Him, without regard to social 
background.
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Holy Quran Worship of  Allah 
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➢ Many rulers were patrons of 
Islam and the ulama – learned 
theologians and jur ists 

(Shia and Sunni Muslims).
➢ There were other important 

differences between the 
various schools of law (Hanafi  

and Shaf i ’ i  mainly in  

Ind ia ), and in theology and 
mystic traditions.
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➢ Time also reflects changes in social and 
economic organizat ion,  transformation 

of ideas and bel iefs.  

➢ The study of time is made somewhat easier by 
dividing the past into large segments – periods

➢ In the middle of the 19th cent. British 
historians divided the history of India into 
three periods: “Hindu”, “Muslim” and “British”. 
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“H indu”,  “Muslim” and “Brit ish”.  
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➢ This division was based on the idea religion of 

rulers was the only important historical 
change, and that there were no other 
significant developments i.e.  economy, 

society or culture . This division also 
ignored the rich diversity of the subcontinent. 

➢ histories you read last year included a wide range 
of early societies – hunter-gatherers,  early 

farmers,  people l iv ing in  towns and 

v illages,  and early empires and k ingdoms . 
They studied this year often described as 
“medieval” .  
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➢ The “medieval” period is often 

contrasted with the “modern”
period. “Modernity” carries with it a 
sense of material progress and 

intellectual advancement.

➢ During these thousand years the 
societies of the subcontinent were 
transformed, economies in several 
regions reached a level of prosperity 
that attracted European trading 

companies .  
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Modernism
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medieval modern
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