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Fill in the blanks:

(a) The Rajarajeshvara temple was built in 
………………..

(b) Ajmer is associated with the Sufi 
saint…………………

(c) Hampi was the capital of the ………….

(d) The Dutch established a settlement at…………….. 
in Andhra Pradesh.
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(a) early 11th century

(b) Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti

(c) V i jayanagara

(d) Masulipatnam
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State whether 

true or false:

(a) We know the name of the 
architect of the Rajarajeshvara 

temple from an inscription.

(b) Merchants preferred to travel 
individually rather than in 
caravans .
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(c) Kabul was a major 
centre for trade in 
elephants.

(d) Surat was an 
important trading port 
on the Bay of Bengal.
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(a)—T

(b)—F

(c)—F  

(d)—F
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How 
was water supplied, to 
the city of Thanjavur?

❖ Water 
supply for the city 
of Thanjavur came 
from wells and 

tanks .

Water wells
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Water tanks                           reservoirs
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Who 
lived in the ‘Black Towns’ in 
cities such as Madras?

❖ Merchants, 
artisans (such as 

weavers ), native 

traders and crafts 

persons lived in the 
‘Black Towns’ .

crafts persons
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native tradersweavers
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Why do you 

think towns grew around 
temples?

❖ The following 
factors are responsible for 
the growth of towns around 
temples

➢ (a) A large number of 

pr iests,  workers,  

art isans,  traders , etc. 

settled near the temple.

temples
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Sweepers 
pr iest
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(b) They catered to 

the various needs of 

the people as well as 

of pilgrims who 

flocked to the 

temples. by towns 

grew, which came to 

be known as temple 

towns.

Kathmandu busy streets 

across temples 
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How 
important were craftsperson's 
for the building and 
maintenance of temples?

❖

Craftsperson's played 
an important role in the 
building and maintenance 
of temples :
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(i) The Vishwakarma community 

consisting of goldsmith,  

bronzesmiths,  blacksmiths,  

masons and carpenters were 

essential to the building of temples.

(ii) Weavers such as the Sal iyar 

or Kaikkolars were prosperous 

communities and they made ample 

donations to temples.
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▪ Bronzesmith

▪ Blacksmith

▪ masons 

▪ carpenters
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(iii) The craftsperson's of 

Bidar were skilled in their 

inlay work in copper and 

silver. They were also 

important for the building and 

maintenance of temples in 

their own way.

https://www.evidyarthi.in/eV
idy

art
hi



CLASS VII CHAPTER 6 TOWNS, TRADERS AND  CRAFTSPERSONS

www.evidyarthi.in
Why did people from 

distant lands visit Surat?

❖ People from distant lands 
visited Surat because of the following 
reasons:
( i )  Surat was the gateway for 

trade with West Asia v ia the Gulf 

of Ormuz.

( i i )  Surat has also been called 

the gate to Mecca because many 

pilgrim ships set sa il  from here.
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Gateway of trade between west Asia and India 
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One could find several retail  and 

wholesale shops sell ing cotton text iles.

(iv) The textiles of Surat were famous for their 

gold lace borders,  Zari  and had a market in 

West Asia,  Afr ica and Europe.

(v) There were ample rest-houses for the 

visitors. Magnificent bu ild ings and 

innumerable pleasure parks attracted people 

of far-off places.
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In what ways was craft 

production in cities like Calcutta 
different from that in cities like 
Thanjavur?

❖ The craft production in 
Thanjavur was in form of inlay work 
in copper and silver while in Calcutta 
it was in the Form of cotton 

text iles,  jute text iles and s ilk 

text iles .
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Craft production of s i lver and copper in  thanjavur 
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