
 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS CLASS – 11 HISTORY 
CHAPTER- 5 CHANGING CULTURAL TRADITIONS 

Question 1.
Will you say the renaissance confined to Europe during the period from the
fourteenth to the seventeenth century?
Answer:
No, we cannot describe it as a period of renaissance only confined to Europe because Asia
and Africa almost in full were connected with Europe during the period in question. A
number of sea and terrestrial routes were till then discovered and maritime trade was in its
youth. It is true that Europe could attain cultural changes by the classical civilization of
Rome and Greece but technologies and skills in Asia had moved ahead of what the Greeks
and Romans had known. Thus, we can state that the Europeans have not learned just from
the Greeks and Romans, but from India, Arabia, Iran, Central Asia, and China also. It is a
universal fact that papyrus was first invented in China and then paper making technique had
spread to European cities.

On the above basis, we would like to state that renaissance in; Europe is owed to renaissance
much before sprouted but not described in pages of history due to Europe-centred view-
point of historians in ‘ Asia and Africa. Apart from the expansion of maritime trade, the
expansion of Islam and the Mongol conquests gave Europeans the opportunity to see ‘ and
they learned the technologies discovered earlier in Asia.

Question 2.
What do you understand by Private and Public spheres of Life? Explain.
Answer:
The private sphere of life is consisting of the family and personal religion while the public
sphere meant the area of government and of formal religion. These two spheres became
separate during the period between the fourteenth and seventeenth centuries. An individual
was not simply a member of one of the three orders but he was also a person in his own right.
He was not just a member of the guild but he was known for himself. It subsequently became
a basis for the principle that all individuals had equal political rights.

Question 3.
Do you agree with Albrecht Durer’s statement that Art is embedded in nature,
he who can extract it, has it? Justify your answer with illustrations?
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Answer:
Yes, Albrecht Durer is nil correct in stating art’s dwelling in nature. Nature in its physical
sense, we observe; embeds in it, beautiful landscapes, landforms, vegetation with changing
seasons, water bodies including ponds, fountains, springs, rivers, rivulets, and oceans of
different size and shape, the flora and fauna, varied altitudes of mountains and hillocks, isle,
island, etc. In its metaphysical sense, it embeds resipiscence, power of imagination,
gregarious spirit, dedication and devotion, loyalty, dutifulness, etc. a number of virtues.

It depends, however, on the individual, how he can glorify his actions by positive views of his
own nature with that of nature in its physical forms. In case, the artist applies his physical,
mental and emotional, powers duly balanced and motivated by inner conscience, the
imagination will excel and proposed art gets acclamation from the masses.

Question 4.
Whether Jacob Burckhardt, Professor at the University of Basle in Switzerland
is correct in saying that history is as much concerned with culture as with
politics? Explain.
Answer:
Culture during the period of 14th to 17th century in Europe was considered as humanities as
used by a Roman lawyer and essayist Cicero. It was derived from the Latin wood humanities.
Grammar, law, rhetoric, poetry, history, and moral philosophy were the subjects of
humanity. Discussion and debates were stated necessary to develop knowledge in these
subjects. Here we see that all these subjects are made for society and rules for ideal living,
these all contain in themselves. Politics itself tells the processes of social organization and
leadership which is possible only when culture is studied and a smooth link between both is
established.

In brief, we can conclude that History itself is both the story of culture and politics. Culture
determines which type of governance is possible at the material time and the ruler skilled in
culture can only lead the mass. History tells about the education, manners, standard of
living, customs, and traditions all incorporated in culture. It simultaneously enables us to
know about the government, organization of society during a specific period of time.

Question 5.
Imagine that why would eligibility for membership to Council under the
institution of the commonwealth has confirmed to gentlemen of the City, State
in Italy?
Answer:
A cursory perusal of the commonwealth and government of Venice composed by Cardinal
Gas Paro Contarini reveals that only gentlemen who had attained the age of 25 years, were
made eligible to the Council and common people were denied membership. Here common
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people were understood as those ignobly born, poor, and the people very rude and anti-
social. It means cruel, unsober, insolvent, misconduct, loose-character people were deemed
as common people.

Their instincts and nature are always unchangeable and nothing else but only disruption in
Council, they would have made. Hence, they were denied membership. I would like to
describe this criterion of selection of members to Council, the major cause of renaissance
which developed from the city-states of Italy. Modem democracy is owed to the city-states
however, only seeming or virtual appearance has corrupted this system to the extent, here
has emerged criminalization of politics in India. Thus, we see citizenship approach had
sprouted in Italy. ^

Question 6.
‘Multilingual translation of the works of Greek writers on one hand and that of
Arabic and Persian on other European languages had helped in the
transmission of science and technology:- Do you agree to this statement?’
Answer:
Yes, we agree with the above statement because there were books on subjects like
administration, mathematics, moral philosophy, grammar, and poetry but beyond the reach
of common people. The Church was not willing to propagate its actual contents in order to
maintain its supremacy. However, in the fourteenth century, they get translated by Arab
people in the Arabic language which could be easily understood by the masses. Some
Europeans, just after perusal of these books in the Arabic language, retranslated them in the
local languages of Europe.

Muslim writers were Ibn Sina, Al-Razi, and Ibn Rushd. An Arab philosopher Ibn Rushd had
tried to resolve the tension between philosophical knowledge and religious beliefs. His
methods were adopted by Christian thinkers. Thus, the translation of books in several
languages helped in the promotion of science and technologies not only in Italy but in all
other parts of Europe also.

Question 7.
Give a brief account of the new concept of human beings.
Answer:

1. It was against the control of religion over human life.,
2. Acquisition of material wealth, power, and glory is a usual instinct of human beings

and cannot be tantamounted to vice.
3. The study of history leads a man to strive for a life of perfection hence, Christian

injunction against pleasure is untenable.
4. A person of culture should learn good manners including politeness and simplicity.
5. Individuals irrespective of poor and weak are capable of shaping through other means.
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6. Self-interest is the most powerful motive hence, a cordial and congenial environment
for the proliferation of self-interest should be provided to the people.

Question 8.
Give a brief account of woman status in Europe during 14th to 17th century.
Answer:

1. Women were given no political rights.
2. Families were dominated by husbands.
3. Money obtained in dowry was invested in the family businesses but women had no say

in how that business should run.
4. If the father could not arrange to suffice dowry, his daughter would go to the convent to

live the life of a nun.
5. They were keepers of the households without any public role given to them.

Thus, on the above points, we can state that the patriarchal system was strictly followed in
Europe in whom, women were treated as mere instruments in the hands of their husbands
without any right in property and role in public life.

Question 9.
Do you think all women in Europe during the period 14th to 17th century were
equally neglected? If not, describe the social and family status of other women?
Answer:
We would like to state here that the position of women in families of merchants and bankers
was somewhat different than those of common women in the society. In these families,
women used to work as partners to the firm or business and made responsible to look after
the businesses when the male members were away at work.

A few women in European society were intellectually more creative and sensitive about the
importance of humanist education. One among these women, Cassandra Fedele wished to
see all women duly educated in humanism. She had stated-“Even though the study of letters
promises but offers no reward for women and no dignity”. That lady was proficient in Greek
and Latin and was invited to give orations at the University of Padua in Italy.

She criticized the constitution of republics in which women’s freedom was hanged on the
desires of men. Another woman was the Marchesa of Mantua, Isabella d’Este who ruled the
state while her husband was absent and the small state of Mantua proliferated under her
skilled administration. These women writers wished economic power, property, and
education to women so that they could make their respected place in men dominated society
of Europe.
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Question 10.
What were the percussions of a new culture of humanism all over the world
from Italy? Discuss.
Answer:
The new culture of humanism spread all over the world because of trade and travel, military
conquests and diplomatic contacts of each two countries as routes of them pass through
Italian towns and courts. The different response it could bag from diversified institutions
which we can mention as under:-
(a) Churches-In north Europe, the members of the Church summoned Christians to practice
religion in the way laid down in the ancient texts of their religion discarding undue rituals.
They told them additions made to the simple religion.

The philosophers there declared that Almighty has allowed man to live with complete
freedom in the pursuit of happiness. Humanists like Thomas More and Erasmus of England
and Holland respectively assumed Church’s role as extortionist simple and common people.
Clergy would say the devotee, fill my bag and attain to indulgences against whatever
crime/offense you have committed. Such practice was not allowed in religion in its original
and simple form.

(b) Rebels and movements-Taxes imposed by Church were protested by peasants. Church’s
interference with state matters, restricted the princes. Emperor would issue the document
pertaining to the donation of Constantine under his own discretion-was the demand of
resented Christians.

Martin Luther, a monk-led the Protestant Reformation movement against the Catholic
Church voicing no need for priests in divine matters and it is faith that guides the course of
life and to salvation. Luther’s ideas were popularised by Ulrich Zwingli and Jean Calvin.

Radicals protested under the stimulus of Salvation, a state where oppression is ceased in full.

A scholar like William Tyndale in course of Bible translation, stated frankly that it was a trick
of clergyman not to make available, the scriptures translated in local languages to the mass
with malicious intention to keep them in dark and fill their head and heart with rules, laws,
canons fabricated by Clerics for their advantage.

Result-

1. Catholic Church allowed protestants to worship as they choose.
2. The illiterate section of society was driven with the same whip.
3. King or Queen became the head of the Church. Pope’s supremacy ended.
4. Society of Jesus set-up in an attempt to face Protestants by Ignatius Loyola in Spain.eV
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