IMPORTANT QUESTIONS CLASS - 11 HISTORY
CHAPTER- 6 DISPLACING INDEGINOUS PEOPLE

Question 1.

Why would have the chief counted the river-water as the blood of his ancestors?
Answer:

Adaptation with the environment when tends to harness inner conscience, the vicissitudes of
nature and man are missed up. They are merged within one, the same way as at the moment
of concluded research, a scientist bursts into ecstasy. He forgets even the outer senses. Such
someway happens much or less is the long cohesion with the land or a particular landscape.
Ancestors are in their memory even at the home appliances, the buildings, cow-sheds, each
field in which they worked, etc. As reminiscence increases heart-beats owing to much blood
required for regression or reopen the store-kit; hence, the larger flow of blood immediately,
locks the ten apertures of the body, eg. eye, nose, ear, etc. in order to prepare the ground for
inner musings.

It exemplarily exhibits how much, the people in past America had burning love’ and affection
for the earth. The same land of North America through its inhabitants is now playing the
game on its other side. Eg. Europeans looted Americans by their emotional exploitation in
transactions of goods and lands and now it is America, a shrewd oppressor in the world
playing with business ties including loaning strategy.

Question 2.

What are the important points, you consider in the history of North America
and Australia?

Answer:

These points are as under-

1. Europeans were equally dominated on both continents.

2. Europeans cheated the native people of North America and Australia and grabbed their
lands and drove them to reservations.

3. Native peoples in both lands were simple, god fearing, lovers of nature, self-restrained
and sociable.

Question 3.
Discuss the changes in landscapes of North America during the nineteenth
century?



Answer:

The whole land of America was turned into estates and meadows. Being a variety of
landforms here found people of European countries i.e. Germany, Sweden, Italy, etc., all
suitable to their needs.

The people migrating to America were younger sons of the landlords there, who had no right
to ancestral property, some others were those small farmers whose lands were merged with
the big landlords under enclosure or consolidation of land and the citizens of Poland found
grassland of Prairie similar to their characteristics of ‘ the Steppes grasslands. They cleared
the forest land and started growing rice and cotton as commercial crops meant for export to
Europe and fenced their farms with barbed wires.

Question 4.

What efforts did the natives of the northern states of the USA make to abolish
slavery? Discuss.

Answer:

There were no plantations in the Northern States of America hence, evils of slavery were at
their climax. The native people there. condemned slavery as an inhuman practice. It caused
strong protest between the states favoring and condemning slavery during 1861-65. Finally,
slavery was abolished but discrimination between whites and non-whites could be ended, by
the extreme efforts of the African- Americans in the twentieth century.

Question 5.

What was the case of the Cherokee tribe in North America?

Answer:

This tribe was living in Georgia, a state in the USA. This tribe had made special efforts to
learn English as also the American way of life but even so, the people of this tribe were not
allowed the rights of citizens. In 1832, the landmark Judgment US chief justice, John
Marshall sanctioned sovereignty of this tribe in its territory but US President, Andrew
Jackson ordered the US Army to evict Cherokees from their land and drive them to the great
American Desert. The people so driven out from their lands were succumbed, to several
troubles.

Question 6.

What were the pleas of the European people justifying their usurp of natives’
land there?

Answer:

These usurpers raised the pleas that the tribes were lazy and did not exploit the maximum
potentials of the land. They argued taking over land from the people not exploited it
properly, is not an offense but a right step towards development. According to them, the
native people had not used their craft skills to produce goods for the market, they did not



take interest in learning English or dressing properly. Thus, the grassland of the Prairies was
cleared for farmland and wild bison killed off. A Frenchman once visited there had truly
stated-Primitive man will disappear with the primitive animal.”

Question 7.

Discuss the different images that Europeans and native Americans had of each
other and the different ways in which they saw the natives.

Answer:

(A) Europeans’ perspective to native Americans

1. They took native Americans an uncivilized and barbarous as also not amenable,

2. According to them, the native people were unorganized and foolish.

3. Europeans took them lazy, anti-development, and unwilling to won the nature hence,
they took certain steps for reclamation and expansion in agriculture.

4. Europeans wanted to exterminate and displace them.

(B) Native Americans perspective to the Europeans

1. Native people surprised Europeans as they had cleared the forests, get the fields dugs
and turn into large states with buildings and other structures constructed thereupon.

2. They wanted to share their land with Europeans but they were insisting on selling the
same.

3. They thought that Europeans were committing wrong in dividing the land into smaller
pieces under ownership.

4. They took Europeans as friends. They introduced them to invisible tracks of forests and
provided them things in the gift.

Different views on nature-

1. Native people took nature as their mother, made certain rules maintaining the balance
in the environment but Europeans relentlessly cut the trees, destroyed the natural
beauty of the landscape, constructed a number of structures and super-structures,
developed farms and plantations.

2. The natives grew crops not for sale and profit but only to survive while everything was
commodity worth value hence, selling and profiteering was Europeans’exclusive aim.

3. Native people were extreme lovers of nature while Europeans took it only resource
inert and lifeless. According to them, every resource is to be exploited for earning more
and more profit from the products obtained by the application of labor and skill.

Question 8.
Comment on these two sets of population data-



USA: 1820 Spanish America, 1800

Natives 0.6 million 7.5 million

Whites 9.0 million 3.3 million

Mixed Europeans 0.1 million 5.3 million

Blacks 1.9 million 0.8 million
Total 11.6 million 16.9 million
Answer:

The above population’s data reveal the that-Sharp decline of 6.9 million (77.5-0.6) population
of natives took place in a period of two decades i.e. from 1800 to 1820. However, when we
observe the data pertaining to population change in whites, there had been a whopping
increase from 3.3 million to 9.0 million during the period in question. It was an increase of
5.7 million in the whites population within a Spain of two decades.

Cause-

1. The natives were first cheated in transactions of fur and meat, then forced or induced
to sign treaties as of selling their lands. They were driven to alien and virgin lands
inaccessible to man. These places they called reservations.

2. They were enslaved and badly treated while working.

So far as Blacks or non-whites population trend is concerned, we see it increased from 0.8
million of 1800 to 1.9 million i.e. an increase of 1.1 million in two decades under question.
The population of mixed Europeans was decreased from 5.3 million in 1800 to 0.1 million in
1820.

Question 9.

Comment on the following statement by the American historian, Howard
Spodek: “For the indigenous (people) the effects of the American Revolutions
were exactly opposite to those of the settlers-expansion became contraction,
democracy became tyranny, prosperity became poverty, and liberty became
confinement.”

Answer:

1. Expansion became contraction-It denotes and points out the event of Europeans’
(Germany, Sweden, Italy, and Poland nationals) arrival in North America and the estates
they developed there but the movement of natives to reservations i.e. uninhabitable and
inaccessible places, virgin lands.



Thus, they could get contractions through the hands of the people not of their motherland by
the reason of their extra-faith on humanism and nature in its unmanipulated colors. Initially,
all of them were troubled (convicts, a merger of land under enclosure policy of Government
and expelled persons) hence, so trained were their minds in wrench and twist, whim-whams,
betraying, defrauding, etc. devices.

2. Democracy became tyranny-In the state of democracy, it cannot be stated that natives
were enjoying all political and other fundamental rights under democracy. They suffered ab-
initio the cruel order of Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the USA, and likewise other
inhuman treatment. Even after the state became democratic, the discrimination between
native tribes and Europeans seated coiled for aggravating the situation more bitter. Teaching
institutions, religious places, public meetings alike places always neglected the native people.
In view of no change in the condition of natives under democracy to some extent, can be said
a tyranny under the arcade of democracy.

3. Prosperity became poverty-As the essence of this theme “Displacing Indigenous people”
exhibits, prior to the arrival of Europeans, there was poverty shrouded land however, not so
in the perspective of natives themselves because of their self-contented nature. They were
simple people with limited needs for survival. The dense forests, the rivers, and the seas were
their friends-like which they could not imagine were inert and natural resources made for
relentless exploitations as the Europeans did. The so-called prosperity in a material sense
came as poverty because for their no-fault, they were deported to lonely and virgin
inhabitation places which the Europeans named as reservations.

4. Liberty became Confinement-It was confinement like to natives because a number of
announcements were made, several laws passed all for detriment to their causes. For
instance, the government announcement of 1969 exhibited refusal or denial of aborigine
rights. Thus, liberty also became confinement to the native people.





