MP Board Class 7th Notes General English Chapter 7
The Lost Camel

Pronunciation & Translation

Two merchants were searching for their lost

camel in a desert. They met an old man on the

way They asked him whether he had seen a

camel.
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The old man in turn asked more question. “Is it an old animal ?” he asked. The owners said it
was. “Is it lame in one leg ?” asked the old man. The merchants sait it was. “Is it blind in the
left eye ?”, the old man asked again. The owners were a little surprised; they said the animal
was indeed blind in the left eye. “Have you seen the animal ?”, they asked the old man.
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Without answering, The old man said to them, “Is the camel carrying wheat on one side of its
back? The owners said that it was true. Now they were sure that the old man had seen the
animal and perhaps taken the goods. The old man continued “Isn’t the camel carrying honey
on the other side ?”
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The owners caught hold of the old man and asked him angrily, “Have you stolen the goods
and killed the animal ?” “I have not even seen the animal” said the old man calmly.
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The merchants asked him, “Do you think we are fools to believe your story ?” And they
dragged him to the Khalifa’s court.
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The Khalifa listened to the marchants’ story. Then he turned to the old man and asked him
whether he had seen the camel. The old man said he had never seen it in his life. “How do
you know the camel is lame in one leg ?”, The Khalifa asked.
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“I looked at the footprints on the sand,” said the old man. “And one of them could hardly be
seen.”
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The Khalifa smiled and asked why the old man thought the camel was blind in one eye.
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“The animal had eaten the leaves of the bushes only one one side of the road,” said the old
man.
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“Why did you think the camel was carrying wheat and honey?”, asked the Khalifa.
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“I saw ants carrying fallen grains of wheat from one side of the road.” said the old man.
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“And there were bees flying around on the other side, I suppose.” Said the Khalifa.
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“Yes, Your Honour.” Said the old man.
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The Khalifa then turned to the merchants and said, “This man has made use of his eyes to
look at things. You have eyes too. Use them. You'll find your animal.” And he sent them

away.
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Word Meanings

Camel (a'TJ:IF[)-WR.; Duck (8%)-ddd; Elephant

(ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ)-@ﬂﬁ; Lion (FITCFD—QT; Merchants (J-ITT'QH)—{-TICEI‘ X; Searching (ﬂﬁi"'{) G5 Q%; Lost
(GV'IE)—@'CIT g§31T; Desert @GIZF) -W’Ff; Drag (@,{’T)—@W; Owners (Gﬁ:lﬁ) -IITW; Lame
(TH)-TTET Blind (S1S78) -31T; Surprised (SRUTSSS)-3AMRId §T; Indeed (3918)-dRdd T;
Sure (-‘Rﬂ?)—ﬁf%lﬁ; Honey (6:?[)—%3; Caught hold of (ﬁT‘d Eﬂ('_B’ Gﬁtﬁ)-m ﬁﬂ'ﬂ; Angrily
(TR -ARTS ¥; Calmly (HTH-FUY; Listened (lR=8)-FAT; Footprints (Befbied)-
UG(og; Smiled (F13ES) -RHRIT; Animal (THHE)-U]; Bees (319T) -AYHRTH! |






