MP Board Class 7th Notes General English Chapter 8
The Olympic Champion

Pronunciation & Translation

The Olympic Games are held once in every four
years. Athletes come from all the countries and take part in the games. Many kinds of games,
races and other competitions are held in the Olympic Games.
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We know only a few things about the ancient Olympic Games. An Olympic sports festival was

held in Greece in 776 B.C. at Olympia. So it was called the Olympic Games.
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There are many interesting events associated with the Olympic Games. Let’s share one of
those events. It tells us about a person who not only won a gold medal for rowing in the
Olympic Games of 1928 but also won the hearts of all who saw him win.

(TR 3R T e Sa<d TR s fag i shaffiye T, dcy ~SR 9 31t givl 3d=cd.
3T TC 31 3ET3C 3 U § Al 3Tl 9 31 TMics HSd BR AT 34 {3 fafis T 3ifth
19286?:’&@3:[36@%%5?7%14%?)

3aTE- RIS Wall § Hs AARSID YIS It §s o | 3M3fl, 37 ge-sii H J uh & R H a1d
H | I8 g8 Ueh U9 AIfad & SR & §dKl § oA 1928 & HIaffe Wai # 16l &1 gie J 7 had
Ul Uga Sita afedh 31 Gt aiTl &1 faa ot Sitd feran fors = S Sitad g ¢l

Bobby Pearce was born in Sydney in Australia. His father was a great sculling champion.
When Bobby was five, he was rowing around Sydeny Harbour in a small boat. At the age of
six he won the first race competing against fourteen year olds.
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By the time he was twenty, Bobby was the sculling champion of Australia. The following year
he went to Amsterdam to compete in the Olympic Games.
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In the finals, he competed against Ken Myers of America. From the start of the race, Bobby
was in the lead. He was very much ahead of Myers. After half the race was over, he was still
leading. It seemed that Bobby would easily win the race. Then suddenly something happend.
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He saw a duck and her ducklings swimming across the waterway. They were swimming into
the path of his boat and the boat was going to run into them. The poor birds had no idea that
they were in the middle of an Olympic race.
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Immediately Bobby slowed down his boat. Myers was catching up very quickly. The people
on the bank were cheering and shouting as if they were mad. But Bobby waited until all the
ducklings were out of danger. Then he picked up speed again and went on to win the race
easily.
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Of all the Olympic champions, it was he who won everybody’s heart. A Dutch newspaper
wrote, “He won the goodwill of the children of Amsterdam”.
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His friends in the Australia Olympic team were not surprised by the story of the ducks.
“Bobby is that kind of a man,” they said.
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From the age of six, Bobby Pearce competed in races for thirty three years.He stopped taking
part in sports in 1945. In all these years he never lost a single race.
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Word Meanings
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