MP Board Class 8th General English Notes Chapter
12 Know More About

Know More About Summary

1. It was the middle of June, and it had not rained for several weeks. The grass was brown,
the leaves of the trees were covered with dust. Some people in their traditional dresses and
turbans on their heads were standing and talking. A young boy Sattu pedalled off down the
main road of the village, scattering the stray hens and the villagers. Just then a visitor came
there.
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2. Visitor : Hey, will you please help me ?

Sattu : Why not ? But what type of help do you want?

Visitor : Could you please tell me the name of this village as well as your name?
Sattu : The name of my village is Khattali and mine is Sattu.

Visitor : I would like to know more about your society, its lifestyle, its art and culture, its food
and festivals.

Sattu : I belong to the Bhil tribe. My uncle is a Guruji in our village school and he can tell you
more about our lifestyle, art, festivals etc.

Vistor : That’s fine. I will be delighted to meet him. Let’s go. (Sattu takes him to his uncle.)
Sattu : Meet my uncle, Shri Jam Singh.
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3. Jam Singh : Hello, Sir!

Visitor : Hello Jam Singh !

Sattu : Kako ! He wants to know about our

society, our life style, festivals, art and culture.

Jam Singh : We belong to the Bhil tribe. It is believed that the word ‘Bhil’ is derived from the
Dravidian word for bow (Tamil and Kannada bil) which is our characteristic weapon.
Visitor : Do we find Bhils in other parts of India also ?

Jam Singh : Yes, besides Madhya Pradesh we’re also found in Gujrat, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra. But the maximum Bhil population is in M.P. mainly in districts — Jhabua,
Dhar,Khargone,Barwani, Ratlam etc.

(Jam Singh and the visitor go round the village and stop in front of a house.)
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4. Visitor : What a beautiful house ! Tell me something about your houses.

Jam Singh : We love forests and therefore settle near forests. We get several types of forest
products, wood and bamboo to build our houses. Our houses are mainly made up of wood,
bamboo and with tiled roofs. The bamboo walls are plastered with mud and cowdung. The
walls are decorated with Pithora painting. Some, who are good at wood carving carve designs
on the pillars and the doors of their houses. There is always a cattle shed adjoining a house.
Some people construct pucca and semi-pucca houses also.
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5. Visitor : Will you please tell me which other

tribal people live in Madhya Pradesh ?

Jam Singh : Other tribes which live in Madhya

Pradesh are Gonds, Korkus, Baigas, Bhariyas etc.

Visitor : I've heard about Gudani, Bundani and Cheenha ? What are they?

Jam Singh : These are art forms of Korkus and Gonds. Korkus decorate their doors by
“Gudani” and their walls by “Bundani” and “Cheenha” is a colourful wall — painting of the
Gonds.

Visitor : Now-a-days these art forms are getting recognition at the international level also. I
think Pema Fatya and Ram Singh Urveti also belong to your society.

Jam Singh : Pema Fatya is a Bhil artist but Ram Singh Urveti is a Gond artist.
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6. Visitor : Somewhere in a magazine I came across a word “Gatla”. What is it?

Jam Singh : Actually it is a memory pillar which is stone — carved and oil — painted. It is
erected by the Bhils in the memory of a family member who has met with an unnatural
death.

Visitor : Tell me something about your dresses.

Jam Singh : Oh ! Yes, the men wear dhoti, bandee and coloured turban and the females wear
colorful ghaghara with polka, kanchali etc.

Visitor : I've heard that you people are very fond of ornaments ?

Jam Singh : Yes, we are very fond of ornaments.

Both men and women wear ear — rings and finger rings. Other ornaments are hansli, har,
jhumka, nose pin etc.
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7. Visitor : It seems that tattos are quite

common in your society.

Jam Singh : Yes, it is quite customary among-

st us. We call it “Godana.”

Visitor : I'll be pleased to know more about your fairs and festivals.

Jam Singh : We celebrate ‘Divasa’, ‘Diwali’, ‘Navai’ (a festival when people start consuming
corn and other agricultural products, vegetables etc. after offering them to God).

Visitor : I've heard a lot about the “Bhagoria Haat”. What’s that?

Jam Singh : The weekly market a week before Holi, is celebrated as Bhagoria. We dance,
apply gulal on the face of our relatives and friends and offer them sweets and snacks, ice-
candies etc. The children enjoy a ride on the swings.
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8. Visitor : Teejan Bai is a famous tribal singer of Pandvani music. Which dance forms are
popular among Bhils?

Jam Singh : “Solo” is a famous dance of Bhils. Other dance forms, which are popular among
the Bhils, are Lahari, Pali, Dandavadi, Ghodo, Dang Solo and Chalavadi.
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9. Visitor : Rani Durgawati was a famous ruler

of the Gond dynasty. The palaces and different

folklores related to the rulers of the dynasty

throw some light on their administrative ability, bravery and mature leadership.

Jam Singh : Yes, the tribals of M.P. are known not only for their glorious cultural heritage
and their colorful life style but also for their administrative system within their societies.
Now I have to go because my nephew who had gone to exhibit his paintings in U.K., is about
to come.

Visitor : Thank you, Jam Singh.

Jam Singh : You're welcome Sir.

3fgare

@ — X! gITad! 1S IoIaR &1 Th Uikig e &f | TT0S 61 o D! § T=Id 7gd
3R A Tiep-HuUTd Ie Ui TerT, dRar 3R IRUS A TR UhII STerd B |

oI g — B, A% USRI &1 SISl 4 dad - IIRdT, TR e oI 3R Fohd, AFER
E-1-98 & oy ST St € afeds 3o Ao TRmfHe el & farg off St St 81 31
TS ST § RN ART HcitoT

SN fore=T & 3ot o — Fariadl &l UelRid & mar o1, o arar ]

3T — Y=aTe, S Rig | 5 Rig- 3 W@rmd 8, fiur)’






