MP Board Class 8th General English Notes Chapter
14 Azad: The Martyr

Azad: The Martyr Summary

1. Chandra Shekhar, son of Pandit Sita Ram Tiwari and Jagrani Devi, was born in village
Bhabra in Jhabua district (Present Madhya Pradesh) on 23rd July 1906.
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2. He received his early education in Bhabra. For higher education he went to Sanskrit
Pathshala at Varanasi. He was an ardent follower of Hanuman and once disguised himself as
a priest in a Hanuman temple to escape the clutches of the British police. Young Chandra
Shekhar was attracted by the great national upsurge of the non-violent non-cooperation
movement of 1920 — 21 under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. He joined it and was
arrested and produced before the magistrate. He gave his name as Azad’, his father’s name as
‘Swatantra’, and his residence as ‘Prison. This provoked the magistrate, who sentenced him
for fifteen lashes of a flog.
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3. As a revolutionary, he adopted the surname

‘Azad’ which means ‘free’. He once claimed

that as he was named “Azad’ he would never be

taken alive by the police. Chandra Shekhar Azad was a great Indian freedom fighter. His
fierce patriotism and courage inspired others to enter the freedom struggle. Chandra
Shekhar was the mentor of Bhagat Singh, who was also a great freedom fighter. Both
Chandra Shekhar and Bhagat Singh actively participated in revolutionary activities. He was
deeply troubled by the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in Amritsar in 1919. He was also involved
in the Kakori Case.
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4. After the suspension of the non-cooperation movement he was attracted towards more
aggressive revolutionary ideals.Chandra Shekhar was a terror for the British police. He was
on their hit list and the British police badly wanted to capture him dead or alive. On February
27, 1931, Chandra Shekhar Azad met two of his comrades at the Azad Park (Alfred Park) in
Allahabad. He was betrayed by an informer to the British police. The police surrounded the
park and ordered Chandra Shekhar Azad to surrender. Azad fought valiantly and killed three
policemen. But finding himself surrounded, he shot himself. Thus he kept his pledge of not
being caught alive. He used to recite his favourite Hindustani couplet.
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5. Dushman ki goliyon ka hum samna karenge
Azad hee rahe hain, Azad hee rahenge. To pay

homage to such a revolutionary hero of Bharat

Mata the State Government has decided to institute ‘Shaheed Chandra Shekhar Azad
Memorial Award’. The Award will carry an amount of Rs. 1-50 Lakhs and be presented at a
special function to be organized at Bhopal on Balidan Diwas of Chandra Shekhar Azad.
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