MP Board Class 8th General English Notes Chapter 3
The Ungrateful Jeweller

The Ungrateful Jeweller, Summary

1. Once there was a poor woodcutter. During the rainy season he could not earn money. For
several days and nights he had nothing to eat. He made a long journey on foot in search of
some job. On the way he came across a well. When he was passing by the well he heard”Help,
Help”. The wood cutter peeped into the well. He saw a monkey, a tiger, a snake,stand a
jeweler trapped in it.
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2. They cried again, “Take us out”. The woodcutter was in a fix. If he pulled out the snake and
the tiger, they might kill him. He said, “When you come out, you will bite me or kill me.” The
tiger and the snake said, “We are not so thankless as to harm our savior.” The woodcutter
took all of them out. They thanked him and said, “It will be a great pleasure if we can be of
any help to you,” and went away.
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3. Days passed. The woodcutter was cutting a tree ‘ in the forest. He was very exhausted and
hungry. He stopped near a tree. The monkey saw him and dropped some sweet fruits for
him. The woodcutter ate them to his heart’s content and felt full of energy. He started his
work again. While coming back he met the tiger. The tiger presented him a set of gold

ornaments. The woodcutter thought, “My worries are over now. I shall sell the gold and get
money. I can spend my life . easily and comfortably.” He went to the jeweler to sell the
ornaments.
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4. The jeweller at once took the ornaments and

went straight to the king. He said to the king,

“Your highness, the lost ornaments of the

princess have been found.” The poor woodcutter was arrested and | put in prison. He
thought of the ungratefulness of the jeweller and thought of the snake. The snake appeared at
once and said, “I shall bite the queen and she will not recover unless you touch her forehead
with your axe and in this way you can win the king’s favor.” Having said so the snake went
away.
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5. The snake bit the queen. The clouds of danger loomed over the life of the queen. One of the
king’s men said, “The woodcutter in the prison can save the queen’s life.” At once the
woodcutter was called. He came and touched the queen’s forehead with his axe. She
recovered fully. The woodcutter was released and the king gave him all his ornaments and a
lot of gold. The ungrateful jeweller was very much ashamed of his act.
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