MP Board Class 8th General English Notes Chapter 4
Trees: Our Saviours

Trees: Our Saviours Summary

1. The forests of the Himalayan region have played an important role in the life of the people
of Uttarakhand. They have been supplying fodder for their cattle, wood for fuel, fruits for
food and herbs for medical treatment. The forests have also prevented floods and soil erosion
in the area during the monsoon season.
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2. During the 1970’s, however deforestation began. Trees were cut down. As a result, there
was nothing to hold the soil. The rushing rain water carried away not only the soil, but also
huge rocks, causing landslides, filling up the rivers, leading to floods. Further owing to the
forest trees being taken away, the people who depended on them for food and fuel, faced
great difficulty. They had to walk longer distances to collect firewood for cooking, plants for
food and medicines, and to graze their cattle.
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3. The people were angry but helpless. They

did not know what they, the simple villagers,

could do to stop the destruction of their

forests. For a long time rich forests had been destroyed by the contractors. One morning in
March 1973, a group of people from a factory that made railway goods arrived at the village
of Gopeshwar, in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand. They had come to cut the ash trees. The

wood was to be used to make sleepers for the railways in the plains. The villagers requested
the axe men to go back, but they refused to return. The people decided that they would not

let the axes touch the trees, no matter what happened. They said,
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4. “Let us save our precious trees. Let us hug them so that no one can reach them.” And they
all rushed forward shouting, “Chipko Chipko.” The axe men were frightened by the turn the
situation had taken and they ran away. The people had succeeded in saving their trees Thus

began the movement called “Chipko” or. “Hug the Trees”. It was a non-violent movement of
the mountain people to save their trees by hugging them.
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5. The villagers of Gopeshwar had saved its trees but the contractors were not going to give
up easily. They chose another forest which was about 60 kilometers away from Gopeshwar.

News of this reached Gopeshwar. So the entire village men and women, old and young,
began to march in a procession. They carried drums and trumpets and banners with
messages like —

“Chop me — not the tree.”
and
“Kill us first, before you cut a single tree.”
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6. The axe men could not raise their axes. They

fled. The “Chipko” idea had once again won.

Trees had been saved. The message began to

sweep through the region. The people knew that if they could save their forest, the forest
would save for them their soil, their water and their livelihood. Many such incidents took
place. Over the years the people’s movement became well known all over India and abroad.
Thus, people have come together to work to protect their forests.
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7. They have organised themselves especially the women through organisations such as the
Dasohli. Gram Swarajya Mandal to regenerate the degraded forests. This is how the Chipko
movement has proved very valuable in the conservation of forests. It has taught an important
lesson to the people in the conservation of the forests.
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