MP Board Class 8th General English Notes Chapter 9
Kalpana: The Star

Kalpana: The Star Summary

1. Kalpana Chawla, the first Indian woman astronaut, was bold enough to make her career in
aeronautics. She was a source of inspiration to her friends and colleagues. She is a role model
for many young Indian women. This is an imaginary interview conducted in her own school
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2. Children : Good morning madam. We are from Tagore School, Karnal. We would like to
ask you a few questions before you leave for your space mission.

Kalpana : Good morning. Please make yourselves comfortable.
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3. Rohan : Please tell us about your childhood.

Kalpana : Well, I was born on 1 July 1961 in

Karnal, Haryana. I had always dreamt about

flying when I was a child. In fact, I thought of going farther than the pilots and wanted to
become an astronaut at the age of thirteen.

Kavita : Do tell us more about yourself.

Kalpana : (Laughing) Well, I am a strict vegetarian. I respect my teachers. I like reading,
flying, hiking and bird-watching.
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4. Aslam : What courses did you have to go through to become an astronaut ?

Kalpana : After passing Higher Secondary Examination from Tagore School, Karnal in 1976,
I joined the Punjab Engineering College, Chandigarh, for my Bachelor’s Degree in
Aeronautical Engineering in 1982. I then moved on to the University of Texas, USA for my
Master’s Degree in Aerospace Engineering in 1984. I earned my Ph.D in the same subject
from the University of Colorado, USA in 1988.
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5. Jeetu : How did you join NASA ?

Kalpana : That’s an interesting story. Initially I

had joined NASA as a research scientist in 1995

and worked for them at the Ames Research Center. But then, inspired by the pioneering
Indian pilot, J.R.D. Tata, I tried hard and was ultimately selected for my first flight in 1996..
Rohan : How was your first space mission ?

Kalpana : I took off for my first space mission in the Space Shuttle Columbia on 19 November
1997. The flight was called STS — 87. I worked with my six member space crew as a mission
specialist and prime robotic arm operator. I enjoyed every moment of it.
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6. Aslam : What are your further plans ?

Kalpana : Well, my next mission will be in the same Space Shuttle Columbia. The flight is
called STS — 107. I will take off on 16 January 2003. It will be a mission dedicated to science
and research. We

hope to perform a number of scientific experiments in space.
Kavita : Thank you, Madam.
Kalpana : You're welcome.



3{]dla:

A — YD 3T D1 FAT TSI g ?

FHegT — B 3TC IS I 3aRe T iatiraar & gRTY | 39 IS &1 STS — 107 81 T8 16
SHaY), 2003 B IS | Tg AT 3R e B! JAftd Tep B2 31 89 3ralker § s Ao UaNT
B B A HIA ¢

HiAdT — Y=IdTE, AH | HeU-I-3{TUHT WHTd g |





