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ARJUN DEV CHARAN, a teacher by

profession, is basically a poet. His plays appear

like an extension of his poetry. The poet in him

shows through his short, crisp and pithy lines

and the song of the chorus in his play. His first

book of Rajasthani plays published in the late

seventies was received rather indifferently in

the Rajasthani literary circles. Till that time drama in Rajasthani had meant either some
stray one-act plays on social issues like widow-remarriage, dowry etc., or the folk plays based
on historical and mythological themes; a full length play on a contemporary theme was
beyond conjecture. However, Arjun’s arrival on the scene is significant not only in terms of
dramatic literature but also of modern theatre Arjun Dev’s plays include Do Naatak Aaj Ra,
Guwari and Sankario, Bol Machhali Kitok Paani, Dharam Juddha and Mugati Gatha.
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Dharma Juddha’ is the story of Padma, a young girl educated through scriptures like the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata etc. She feels aggrieved and agitated by the charitably orthodox
attitude of the society towards women. She repeatedly questions her parents and her teacher
about the rights and the identity of a woman and asks them whether her identity is subject to
her marriage.
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DHARAM JUDDHA

Padma: Maa: Mother, what is the identity of a woman?

3ATE : U= : |, 3{Rd &1 UgaT o1 §?

Maa: Why do you ask that?

AT qH 32 T gt 82

Padma : How am I different from others?

Tl : H 3§ 5 ST §?

Maa: You are my daughter, our only child and your father’s darling.
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Padma : Father cares more for money than for toe. It takes a heart to bestow love.
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Maa: For whom does he save? He does all this only for your

that I've no heart.
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Padma : But I didn’t say it of you.

UaTT: TR H g6 forg a8 et et 1|

Maa: I am not in any way different from him. My identity is linked with his and 1 cherish the
bond
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Father: What is this talk about the bond, Padma’s mother?
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Maa: Here is your father. Ask him whatever you want to know.
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Father: What’s it, my child?
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Maa : She wants to know what is the identity of a woman.
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Father: You will know it, dear, when you are married.
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Padma : Does marriage lend identity to a woman?

=TT : T RIS SRl B! Uga & TgTaal UG Rl 6 ?
Maa: What is a woman without a husband?

AT : o ufa & SiRd = 82

Padama : What if one does not get married?



Maa: Why do you always ask such senseless questions?

AT g SR AUl Fard & Bt al?

Padma : What about a woman whose husband is dead?
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Maa: Life is hell for her.
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Padma: That’s injustice!
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Maa: You needn’t talk of justice and injustice here.
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Padma : Why?

UaT : [1?

Father: Over here women don’t have the right to ask questions.
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Padma: What right do they have then?
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Father: Rights are for equals, dear.
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Padma : Why is a home considered a place for bargaining? One shouldn’t live in such a
place.
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Father: You will get the same replies to these questions wherever you go.
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Padma: But the identity of a woman is the identity of the human race. A society sans

women...
T31T: TReq 3IRd $1 UgaH al HHadl &1 UgdH & | HIs AT SRdl & fa T ...
Father: That’s why they say that marriage lends this identity.
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Padma: So if a girl does not get married she has no identity! Why is it that an unmarried

man is venerated and called a saint while an unmarried woman is called immoral and
wanton?
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