5. Echo and Narcissus class 10th English | X 3R
TRIY Notes

The present myth from Greek mythology introduces two people, Echo and Narcissus. Their
names have a meaning in the myth that has carried over to our present day language. The
given piece has been rendered in English by MOIRA KERR AND JOHN BENETT.
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ECHO AND NARCISSUS

1.Not many men, or even gods, were as handsome as young Narcissus. So fair was he that
almost everyone who saw him fell in love with him that moment.
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2.0ne day, as Narcissus roamed the forests with his hunting companions, he was spied by the
watchful nymph Echo. She had once been a great chatterer, ready o talk to any passer-by on
any subject at any time, and on several occasions she had detained goddess Hera with hours
of casual talks, just as Hera was on the point of stumbling upon Zeus with one of his illicit
loves. Eventually Hera grew so annoyed that she put a curse on Echo, and from that time on
the unfortunate nymph could say nothing but the last few words that she heard.
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3.Trembling, Echo followed Narcissus through the trees. She longed to go closer to him to
gaze upon the beauty of his face, but she feared that he would laugh at her silly speech.
Before long, Narcissus wandered away from his companions, and when he realised he was
lost, he called in panic. “Is there anybody here?”
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4.”Here!” called Echo.
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5.Mystified by this reply, Narcissus shouted. ‘Come!”
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6.“Come!” shouted Echo.
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7.Narcissus was convinced that someone was playing trick on him.
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8.”Why are you avoiding me?” he called. The only answer he heard was his own question
repeated from the woods.
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9 “Come here, and let us meet!” pleaded Narcissus.
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10.”Let us meet!” Echo answered, delighted.
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11.She overcame her shyness, and crept from her biding place to approach Narcissus. But he,
satisfied now that he had solved the mystery of the voice, roughly pushed her away and ran.
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12.”I would die Before I would have you near me!” he shouted mockingly over his shoulder.
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13.Helpless, Echo had to call after bin, “I would have you near me!”

3G, ITP §1E JHRA o fod a1t 2, “H Tog 30 U Uy it 1

14.The nymph was so embarrassed and ashamed that she hid herself in a dark cave, and
never came into the air and sunlight again. Her youth and beauty withered away, and her
body became so shrunken and tiny that eventually she vanished altogether. All that was left
was the pathetic voice that still roams the world, anxious to talk, yet able only to repeat what
others say.
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15.Poor Echo was not the only one to be treated brutally by Narcissus. He had played with
many hearts, and at last one of those he had scorned prayed to the gods that Narcissus would

some day find himself’ scorned by one he loved. The prayer was heard, and granted.
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16.Tired and thirsty from his hunting, Narcissus threw himself down beside a still, clear pool
to drink. As he leaned over the shining surface, he saw the reflection of the most beautiful
face he had ever seen. His heart trembled at the sight, and he could not tear himself away
from it — his own image.
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17.For a long time Narcissus remained there beside the pool, never raising his eyes from the

surface, and from time to time murmuring words of love. At last his body withered away and
became the stem of a flower, and his head the lovely gold and white blossom which still looks
into quiet pools, and is called Narcissus.
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