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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE (1564-1616), the greatest playwright and poet in English
literature, was the third of eight children born to a glovemaker in Stratford-c-rom in
England. He received little formal education. At eighteen, he married Anne Hathway and
soon moved to London. Within a few years, he was well known as a leading actor and
playwright. His great tragedies include Hamlet (1602), Othello (1604), King Lear (1605),
and Macbeth (1606). He wrote 154 sonnets. Some of them are addressed to an attractive
young man, (the Earl of Southampton whom the poet urges to marry); others to the
mysterious dark lady. A love triangle — two men to a woman — is suggested in a number of
sonnets. ‘Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind’ is about man’s ingratitude. The cold winter
wind does not cause so much suffering as a man’s ingratitude.
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Blow, Blow, Thou Winter Wind

Blow, blow, thou winter wind,

Thou art not so unkind

As man’s ingratitude;

Thy tooth is not so keen,

Because thou art not seen,

Although thy breath be rude.

Heigh-ho! sing. heigh-ho ! unto this green holly:
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then, heigh-ho! the holly!

This life is most jolly.

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky.
Thou dost not bite so nigh

As benefits forgot:

Though thou the waters warp.



Thy sting is not so sharp

As friend remember’ d not.

Heigh-ho! sing, heigh-ho! into the green holly:

Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:

Then, heigh-ho! the holly!

“This life is most jolly.
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