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RAJANI PARULEKAR (b. 1945), recipient of Maharashtra State Award, is a poet in Marathi
with three collections of poems to her credit. The present poem, taken from Indian
Literature, has been translated by Suhas Sooryakant Limaye.
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SOUND

A tree in the woods is hacked

Its branch breaking away

what do the halves

whisper to each other?

Do they moan and groen

In the heart of their hearts?

And do these logs driven from each other
Reminisce?

Do they remember how the wind tossed them?
How they got drenched in the rain?

And the blossoms in the spring

And the fall in autumn?

Oh! But the wind knows.

The wind blowing with a din

In places forlorn

Sings such songs

Those songs not all could praise

Many a man is blunt,

He doesn’t even sense

The agonies caught

Even in simple words!

What then of these songs

They are just sounds

Such sounds as would be choked to death
If confined in the strokes and coils of script.
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