Bihar Board Class 9 Panorama English Book Solutions
Poem 6 Self Introduction

A. Work in small groups and answer the questions orally:

Question 1.

How many members are there in your family?
Answer:

There are five members in my family.

Question 2.

How many among them are female?
Answer:

Two among them are female.

Question 3.

Do you love your mother?

Answer:

Of course, I love my mother very much.

Question 4.

Do you respect her?
Answer:

Yes, I respect her dearly.

Question 5.

How does your father treat your mother?

Answer:

My father treats my mother with love, respect and equality.

B. Answer the following questions very briefly:

Question 1.

Why does the woman call herself ordinary?

Answer:

The woman calls her ordinary because her creativity is ordinary.



Question 2.

To what is an ordinary woman’s creativity confined?

Answer:

An ordinary woman’s creativity is confined to home and children, to carpet and curios,
labelling books and tying up a shoelace.

Question 3.

Why does the sensitivity of the ordinary woman suffer blows?

Answer:

The sensitivity of the ordinary woman suffers blows because she can not express herself.

Question 4.

How long has the woman been Irving with her husband?
Answer:

The woman has been living with her husband for a decade.

Question 5.

Why is the woman unable to express her anguish?

Answer:

The woman is unable to express her anguish because she has hardened like a tortoiseshell.

Question 6.

What is the tag which is attached to an ordinary woman?
Answer:

The tag of home and children is attached to an ordinary woman.

Question 7.

With what jobs has the woman been associated?

Answer:

The woman has been associated with the jobs of the housewife and bringing up her children.

Question 8.

How might the woman be made extraordinary?

Answer:

The woman might be made extraordinary at the cost of a few had dry tears.

Question 9.

How does the woman visualise in this connection?

Answer:

The woman visualises in this connection that it is daring for the tears to crack through.

C.1. Long Answer Type Questions



Question 1.

Who is the speaker of the poem? How does she introduce herself?

Answer:

The poetess a woman is the speaker of the poem. She introduces herself as an ordinary
woman. Her creativity is confined to her home and children. She keeps carpets and curios
before her. She is labelling the books and ties up the shoelaces.

Question 2.

The second stanza depicts great mental suffering and physical pain of a woman. Elaborate.
Answer:

In this stanza, she has been suffering regular blows for a decade. She feels mental pain. The
image of a woman suffering silently is very evocative. Her image is in tortoiseshell. The shell
is so strong that the soul cannot come out. Her soul is entrapped. But remain silent.

Question 3.

Do you think that the ‘ordinary woman’ of the first stanza becomes rebellious in the last
stanza? Which line(s) indicates it? Explain.

Answer:

In the first stanza, she is an ordinary woman. She laments the creativity that has been too
ordinary things. But in the last stanza, the ordinary woman becomes rebellious. Now, she
wants to be extraordinary. She is ready to pay the cost of leaving her ordinariness behind.
The lines are:

“To he made extraordinary perhaps

At the cost of a few sad dry tears

That might dare to crack through!”

Question 4.

Write a summary of the poem in your own words.
Answer:

See the summary of the poem given before.

Question 5.

The poem depicts the plight of the housewives in general. Do you agree?

Answer:

Yes, I agree to this point. Every housewife has to do the same work and for such work, she
has to suffer the same sad plight. She works day long to keep the home in order. She takes
pains to keep the house in orders. She does everything for her children and husband from
labelling books to tying up shoelaces. She remains calm and suffers. She thinks herself in the
cage. This is the form of our society.



Question 6.

Comment on the Juxtaposition of carpets and curio in the poem.

Answer:

Carpets and curios are the articles kept in any drawing-room of an ordinary man. They are
articles to decorate floors and room. They are kept for pleasure, and to have a fine show
before newcomers. The housewife keeps them according to her wish. They appear to be a
juxtaposition. This is what the case of an ordinary woman is.

C.2. Group Discussion
Discuss the following in groups or pairs:

Question 1.

Gender discrimination has been taking place since time immemorial.

Answer:

Gender discrimination has been taking since time immemorial. Women in India are under
privilege. Whether we like it or not and no matter what facts and figures we may quote, the
facts remain that the fruits of development have not reached them in the measure that it
should have. They constitute nearly one half of the population of the country and therefore,
no real development can take place. Without their involvement and participation. Ever since
the dawn of civilization, man has shown his dominance over them, by the sheer magnitude of
his physical prowess. This is why a girl child is looked upon as a burden for her parents and
her birth seldom rejoices. The discrimination starts from birth and continues right through
their lives in their nutrition, education and upbringing. This should be abolished and given
equal treatment and right.

Question 2.

How far will the reservation for women in different walks

of life help elevate their status in society? Give arguments.

Answer:

Women have been given a reservation of seats in different walks of life. In some areas where
they have not been given reservation, the idea is to provide it there also. Undoubtedly men
and women should have equal rights in all respects. The need of the hour is not to Question
this reality, but to devise ways and means to ameliorate their lot. We should provide them
with proper educational and vocational facilities so that they can grow to develop to their
optimum potential. This would enrich the society, and lead to greater growth and
development of the country.





