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Notes

ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1809-13, 1865), the sixteenth President of the United States of
America, successfully led his country through its greatest internal crisis, the American Civil
War. He introduced measures that resulted in the abolition of slavery, issuing his
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 and promoting the passage of the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution. Lincoln successfully rallied public opinion through his
rhetoric and speeches. Lincoln held a moderate view of Reconstruction, seeking to speedily
reunite the nation through a policy of generous reconciliation, His assassination in 1865 was
the first presidential assassination in U.S. history and made him a martyr for the ideal of
national unity. The present piece, ‘Abraham Lincon’s Letter To His Son’s Teacher’, is
a wonderful piece of suggestion as to the kind of education a child should receive.
31STEH A1 (1809-15, 1865) H. . SMARDT & 160 JAFUT U ORI | SHREST TogS ot Hivor
TAR® Yhe BT A Th YA [T UTI ST, Igd TRT JUR a1 St GRIdT o 3id 1863 H
IR UV & =0 H 3|

3R T3y & AREd TR BT AT =R foar | fofd A ST & SER B 3U HTHOT 3R Sadhd
T3 & T adTgad UahH o | feid A GAHHAT & 701 Wy UG foodT, Heh TH1UT &
FRIG T TR B Toll AP B | G: ThiAd fobdT| 1865 H FETargul 371 g sARes! sfagra
H ey Ay ufa &1 Tyl g ot St 3! ISt T & foe e giRaTer srexf % F U
T fHAT| ‘Abraham Lincoln’s Letter To His Son’s Teacher’ TRI&T & &3 A d=T & 1%1? Udh
AT Y9 ¢ o 5= B! U1 AT AT

ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S

LETTER

TO HIS SON’S TEACHER

He will have to learn, I know,

that all men are not just,

all men are not true.

But teach him also that

for every scoundrel there is a hero:
that for every selfish Politician.
there is a dedicated leader....
Teach him for every enemy there is



a friend,

It will take time, I now;

but teach him if you can,

that a dollar eamed is of far more value than five
pound...

Teach him to learn to lose...

and also to enjoy winning.

Steer him away from envy,

if you can,

teach him the secret of

quiet laughter.

Let him learn early that

the bullies are the easiest to lick...
Teach him, if you can,

the wonder of books...

But also give him quiet time

to ponder the elernal mystery of birds in the sky.
bees in the sun,

and the flowers on a green hillside.
In the school teach him

it is far honourable to fail

than to cheat

Teach him to have faith

in his own ideas,

even if everyone tells him

they are wrong...

Teach him to be gentle

with gentle people,

and tough with the tough,

Try to give my son

the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is getting on
the band wagon...

Teach him to listen to all men...
but teach him also to filter

all be hears on a screen of truth,
and take only the good

that comes through.

Teach him if you can,

how to laugh when he is sad...
Teach him there is no shame in tears,
Teach him to scotif at cynics



and to beware of too much sweetness..
Teach him to sell his brawn

and brain to the highest bidders
but never to put a price-tag

on his heart and soul

Teach him to close his ears

to a howling mob

and to stand and fight

if he thinks he’s right.

Treat him gently

but do not cuddle him.

because only the test

of tire makes line steel.

Let him have the courage

to be inpatient...

let hun have the patience to be brave.
Teach him always

to live sublime faith in himself,
because then he will have
sublime faith in mankind

This is a big order,

but see what you can do...

He is such a tine fellow,

my son!
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